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Editorial 


Mass campaigning in 2004 
What a year of mixed fortunes this has been for the anti- 
fascist and anti-racist movement. It has been a time of 
disappointment as the forces of hate made significant 
advances. We have seen some of the greatest setbacks in 
decades as the British National Party secured a whole 
swathe of local councillors. Who would have believed a 
few years ago that the bunch of Holocaust deniers, 
misfits, weirdoes and downright evil racists that 
inhabited the BNP would make the progress that they 
have at the ballot box? It is clear that the BNP strategy of 
“mainstreaming”, creating a facade of respectability, has 
led to many people taking the organisation at face value. 

What this means is that our work has never been more 
vital as we face the task of educating the entire British 
public about the true nazi nature of the BNP. We have had 
to learn a hard lesson that some of our old anti-fascist 
methods that had been custom and practice over the 
years simply do not work today. It really does seem at 
times, in a climate where anti-immigrant feeling is the 
dominant sentiment, that we have a mountain to climb 
in the fight against organised racism. 

But it isn’t all doom and gloom. The good news is that 
a grassroots anti-fascist movement has emerged over the 
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past year or so. And working with that movement of old 
and new activists has made us develop and sharpen our 
methods of combating the BNP. We believe that 
campaigns led by local organisers are the most effective 
way to defeat the BNP, which often imports its goons 
from across a region — even the country — into areas that 
it sees as offering favourable conditions. The local 
newsletters and leaflets, and the 400,000 copies of the 
Searchlight tabloid newspaper that were distributed 
door-to-door this year, show just what can be achieved. 
Now that we have built a head of steam in many places 
we are confident that 2004 is going to witness the biggest 
anti-fascist campaign seen in Britain since the Second 
World War. It cannot be fought and won as simply a 
national campaign but in the localities, where every 
vote counts. 

In the season of goodwill we send greetings from 
Searchlight to all anti-fascists and anti-racists across 
Britain who are fighting in their local groups to keep the 
BNP at bay. Our fight is part of a global fight against the 
rehabilitation of fascism and racism and we of course 
also send greetings to our comrades in ANTIFA-NET, the 
network of international sister publications advertised 
on the back of this month’s Searchlight. 
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There was yet another encouraging night for 
democracy last month after the British 
National Party failed to make any significant 
advance in two key council by-elections. 

While the BNP had not really expected to win 
either seat, it will be disappointed with its poor 
results. More importantly, the results show that 
the BNP can be politically confronted and 
defeated. Nick Lowles reports from Oldham. 


Birmingham ward of Stockland Green went to polls 

last month with the BNP presence dominating the 
election campaign. Both were normally solid Labour seats 
but in the light of BNP advances in recent by-elections a 
strong BNP threat was expected. 

This was especially the case in Oldham. While the BNP 
had not stood there before it had contested the 
neighbouring ward of Failsworth West in May and collected 
34% of the vote with little if any campaigning. 

The Failsworth East election was the result of the 
resignation of a Labour councillor who was moving out of 
the area. Labour lost no time in launching its campaign and 
within a week had delivered four leaflets across the town. 
Labour sought not only to go on the offensive against the 
BNP but kill off any Liberal Democrat challenge before 
the campaign had even really begun. The Lib Dems had, 
after all, won the seat in 2001. 

The BNP ran an intensive campaign. It was organised by 
the party’s regional organiser, Bev Jones, and her husband, 
David Anthony Jones, a former UDA intelligence officer. 
Their campaign consisted of delivering at least seven 
leaflets, the BNP newspaper and door-to-door canvassing. 

However, the BNP could never really build up a head of 
steam. Few local activists were involved, meaning the party 
was reliant on supporters from across Lancashire and 
Yorkshire, and the quality of its candidate was poor. 

Its campaign focused on portraying Failsworth as 
the forgotten part of Oldham, with the inference that the 
predominantly white residents were losing out to the 
Asian areas of the town. BNP canvassers even tried to 
convince voters that, even if they did not support the BNP 
a BNP council victory would ensure Labour worked harder 
for them in the future. 

The BNP attracted fewer than one fifth of the votes. 
Although it came second, it failed to eat into the Labour 
vote, which increased by almost 25% compared to May. 

Given the recent anti-Labour swing and growing 
disgruntlement over the Iraq war and spin, this was a great 
result for Labour. 

More importantly, anti-fascists can be satisfied with the 
manner of the Labour campaign. Labour took on the BNP 
and won. It called the BNP a Nazi and fascist party, 
highlighted its criminality and gave voters a simple choice 


Yor: in the Oldham ward of Failsworth East and the 
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about the future of their area and the damage a BNP victory 
would do. This was in sharp contrast to recent Labour 
campaigns which have tried to ignore the fascists completely. 

It was helped by the fact that there was an active local 
Labour Party and voters recognised improvements in their 
area over the past year. 

Much of the credit must go to David Heyes, the local MP 
who ran the campaign. Ignoring the doubters within the 
Labour Party, he used the same strategy that has so far 
kept the BNP out of Oldham. 

Searchlight worked closely with Heyes. We passed on 
intelligence about the BNP which he acted upon. In one 
instance, we informed him of the BNP’s reliance on outside 
activists and within 24 hours a Labour leaflet hit the streets 
highlighting this fact. When the BNP canvassed the following 
day there was clear hostility towards them on the doorstep. 

Oldham United Against Racism and Manchester Against 
Racism both produced leaflets. Learning from recent by- 
elections in Halifax and Burnley, they made the leaflets 
localised, simple and with a clear theme. The Manchester 
group focused on BNP criminality while the Oldham leaflets 
centred on the BNP’s past inactivity in the area. 

The Labour Party attracted over 500 more votes than in 
May. Some were disillusioned Labour voters who came out 
to stop the BNP and some may have been Lib Dem 
supporters who switched tactically. It is clear that there was 
a sizeable anti-BNP vote. 

The Conservative vote halved compared to May but the 
bulk of the BNP support seemed to come from new voters. 

The BNP has described both elections as “excellent 
results for our candidates” but its activists involved know 
better. To achieve only 18% in an Oldham by-election, given 
the resources and effort put in, was poor. Stockland Green 
was always going to be harder, with a significant minority of 
voters being of Asian descent, but fourth place was again 
below expectations. 

The BNP can be confronted, exposed and _ heavily 
defeated. The strategy in Oldham quite clearly proved that. 








the notorious Redwatch internet site. The site, 

which reproduces pictures of anti-racists, and a 
closed email discussion group where participants plan 
and discuss violent attacks are now the subject of a 
police investigation. 

Last month Searchlight exposed the men behind 
Redwatch and the vital part it plays in the British 
National Party campaign to silence its critics. 
Our revelations, together with the fact that several 
trade unions have taken up the case, are forcing the 
authorities to act. 

Even the nazis at Redwatch are getting nervous. 
“We need to STOP posting the messages on this site 
about Reds,” posted Tony White, one of the three men 
behind Redwatch. “Its going to be a nail in the coffin for 
many people, these need to be held, selectively shared 
for security purposes of course but not shared with the 
opposition so they are alerted. What’s the point in 
warning them that they ARE KNOWN.” 

A more furious response came from the man we could 
only identify as MIB. Fortunately several readers contacted 
Searchlight and provided his real name: Tony Foy. 

Posting on the Redwatch guestbook, he wrote: “After a 
minor set back IE a jew sticking his big nose into our 
business, namely The Mole.Intelligence.Bureau, we have 
had to take effective action in other words the group has 
ceased to exist. Instead we have decided to move 
operations else where all the original intelligence on red 
scum from the mole has been filed to a new archive. 

“The reds are now on a counter offensive 4 pages 
of lies to try and silence us or draw ZOG attention to 
our activities.” 

Realising that their inner group had been infiltrated, 
White, Foy and the main person the website, Kevin 
Watmough, belatedly decided to throw out the majority of 
those registered on their secret Yahoo discussion group. 

Several trade unions are demanding that 
the authorities take action. The Leeds branch of the 
National Union of Journalists has compiled a dossier, 
which it has sent on to the police. The union acted when 
two of its journalists were targeted after they wrote 
articles exposing the criminal nature of local nazis. 

Now the TUC is beginning to take action after several 
of its members were featured on the site. One TUC 
official told Searchlight: “The Redwatch site is clearly 
designed to intimidate decent people from protesting 
against racism and fascism. This is unacceptable and it 
is time it got brought to an end.” 

In Oldham, several anti-BNP activists have 
complained to police after Tony Wentworth, the BNP 
youth organiser, took pictures of them during the 
Failsworth by-election and promised to post them on 
the Redwatch site. 

However, it is events in Liverpool that have been 
instrumental in forcing the authorities to look into 
Redwatch. In the past few weeks there have been two 
serious threats against an individual and a newspaper 
that highlights the role and purpose of Redwatch. 

The first was a verbal threat left on the mobile 


Te: net is beginning to close in on the men behind 





telephone answer service of 
one leading Anti Nazi League 
activist. The mobile was a 
contact number for people 
wanting to get involved in the 
anti-BNP campaign. 

Addressing the anti-fascist by his real name, the caller 
gave him a tirade of abuse and said: “This call is from the 
BNP and we stand for the white people of Great Britain. 
If you ever go to Liverpool city centre again we will cut 
you up.” 

A week later, a new Liverpool section appeared on the 
Redwatch site, containing photographs and personal 
details of those behind the newly formed Merseyside 
United Against Racism and Fascism. 

When the Liverpool Echo contacted the local 
BNP organiser for his comments, he had little to say. 
Literally hours later a letter was delivered to the offices 
of the local paper threatening to blow up the building 
if the paper continued to run anti-BNP stories. 

For the local BNP organiser, this was personal. It was, 
after all, the Liverpool Echo that had put a picture of him 
on the front page in April with the headline: “Vote Scum’. 

The letter was written in the name of the Aryan 
Martyrs Brigade. This is the same group that sent a 
threatening letter to a journalist from Wales on Sunday, 
whose crime had been to write an article about the BNP. 

The group does not exist. Its name is just a cover for 
the Redwatch and BNP thugs who are setting out to 
silence media critics. 

There is now a clamour for action. It is deplorable that 
so far the police have not moved against those behind 
Redwatch. Given the evidence that the perpetrators also 
discuss and plan violent assaults, it can only be hoped 
that action will finally be taken. 

The Home Secretary, David Blunkett, is studying a 
dossier on Redwatch and several MPs have promised to 
take up the issue. But the matter must not be left there. 
Searchlight readers need to continue to write letters of 
complaint to their local MPs and support anti-racist 
campaigners, journalists and newspapers under attack. 
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BNP In 
CRISIS 


The BNP might be winning council seats and its 
media profile has never been higher but 
internally the party is in a mess. Nick Lowles 
reports on a growing number of disputes that 
threaten to derail the BNP’s forthcoming local 
and European election campaigns. 


. A young 

= John Tyndall 
= poses in front 
= of a picture 
=, of his mentor, 
Sigal 
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HE’S BACK! The founder of the British National Party, 
John Tyndall, has been readmitted to the party less 
than four months after being expelled. This represents 
a humiliating climbdown for the present party 
leadership and will only fuel the growing discontent 
within the BNP. 

Tyndall was expelled from the BNP in August after an 
internal disciplinary hearing found him guilty of actively 
destabilising the party and undermining its leadership. 

The result of the hearing was a foregone conclusion. 
Stupidly, the BNP leader, Nick Griffin, advertised 
the reasons for his expulsion well before Tyndall was 
even formally notified of the charges. The details 
appeared in an organisers’ bulletin, a members’ bulletin 
and even a four-page article in the party’s monthly 
magazine, Identity. 

More importantly, Griffin claimed that Tyndall had to 
go for political reasons. He represented the bad old days 
and this was not compatible with the modern BNP. 

Tyndall knew that he was not going to get a fair trial 
and his lawyers confirmed this. He threatened legal 
action and, obviously after consulting legal advice 
himself, Griffin realised he had to back down. 

Tyndall had long been a thorn in Griffin's side. In nearly 
every issue of his own magazine, Spearhead, the former 
leader attacked some aspect of BNP policy or leadership. 
However, he remained loyal to the party itself. 

The BNP leadership felt it had to act against him 
because of growing discontent within the party, 
particularly in the strategically important Northwest. 
By the summer Tyndall was rallying most of the BNP 
branch organisers in the region. 

Griffin acted in a desperate attempt to cut off the head 
of a growing opposition movement but, as Searchlight 
warned in the summer, it was a high-risk strategy. 

And now it seems that it is a strategy that has failed. 
Tyndall reacted furiously to his expulsion and ended any 
pretence of restraint. A series of highly damaging attacks 
on the BNP leadership followed. 

The main focus of his attack was always going to be 
Griffin, whom Tyndall describes as a “jealous and 
vindictive man”. “As proprietor of Spearhead and leader 
of the BNP” Tyndall wrote, “I provided Nick Griffin with 
his living for some three years. Right from the start, he 
showed his appreciation and gratitude by plotting and 
scheming against me. Treachery of this kind I have not 
known in some forty-plus years of involvement in 
nationalist politics, during which I have encountered 
some pretty despicable people.” 

He ended one article with a call for a change in party 
leadership. “I believe that the removal of Nick Griffin 
from control of the BNP is essential ... The man is a 
wrecker, wherever he goes and whatever he gets into. 
Throughout his political career he has left a long trail of 
disillusioned one-time supporters and betrayed and 
disgusted one-time friends.” 

There is talk that Griffin will try to expel Tyndall again, 
though this time not advertise the fact so publicly. 
But he will again be on sticky ground. He failed to act 
when Mark Collett publicly admitted to being a “nazi 
sympathiser” on television and when Blackburn’s BNP 
councillor, Robin Evans, publicly attacked the Burnley 
BNP councillors in a local paper. His own inconsistency 
will go against him and a judge would no doubt look at 
the reasons why this attempted expulsion failed. 

Tyndall returns to the BNP an emboldened man. 
Griffin has been forced into a humiliating climbdown. 
With the rising discontent within the party, Griffin is in 
for a rocky ride. 


Griffin provokes Yorkshire anger 

Nick Griffin has opened a new and potentially disastrous 
front in the north of England by accusing a former regional 
organiser of being a police informer. 

The British National Party leader claimed Chris Jackson, 
the party’s former Northwest organiser, was a police spy 
during a conversation with the new Burnley organiser and 
councillor, Len Starr. 

Discussing the appalling BNP result in the recent Lanehead 
ward by-election, where the party’s vote fell by almost 
50%, Griffin put the entire blame on Jackson’s shoulders. 
He accused his former ally of deliberately spreading 
discontent and undermining the BNP at every opportunity. 

“I have thought for some time that he has been working 
for the state,” Griffin told Starr. 

Griffin might have thought that his remarks would go no 
further but the Burnley councillor was appalled at the claim 
and immediately informed Jackson. 

Perhaps Griffin wanted Jackson to know. The Northwest 
region has become such a nightmare for the BNP leadership 
that he might have thought he could engineer further 
defections and resignations of his opponents. He would then 
be able to reorganise the region, and more importantly the 
East Lancashire branches, under his control. 

Such a policy would probably fail. Jackson has close 
links with Calderdale BNP and they are disgusted by 
Griffin’s attack. Among this group is Richard Mulhall, a 
BNP councillor and former supporter of the nazi terror 
group Combat 18. He has already clashed with Griffin 
over the botched expulsion of John Tyndall, the party’s 
former leader. 

It is much more likely that Griffin was trying to smear 
Jackson after he learnt that the former regional organiser 
was leading a group of dissidents within the party. 

“For the first time some younger and much more 
influential party members are beginning to organise against 


Griffin,” one BNP member told Searchlight. “This group 
represents several key branches and involves people from 
at least four regions. They thought it was a secret group but 
someone has obviously been reporting back to Griffin.” 


“The Jew shouldn’t get a penny” 
The BNP has been forced to pay over £2,000 to a former 
BNP organiser after it lost a court case last month. 

Peter Shaw, a former BNP election candidate and until 
recently the party’s Bournemouth organiser, took the 
party to court to recover over £2,000 it owed him in 
expenses. The BNP had refused to pay, no doubt 
influenced by the fact that Shaw was considered a strong 
supporter of John Tyndall. 

The case is another costly blunder by Griffin. 
Shaw had offered the party a deal to recover the money 
in instalments over a long period but the BNP leader had 
refused to negotiate. Griffin had decided that Shaw did 
not deserve a penny. “He’s a Jew”, one prominent Griffin 
supporter told other party members in a bid to justify 
the leadership's position. 


Fatal attraction 

Another recent BNP casualty is Robert Baggs, the party’s 
Southwest regional organiser, who stepped down from his 
position after citing continued infighting. 

The manager of a medical practice in Wiltshire, 
Baggs has become a key figure in the modern BNP often 
speaking at national events. So important is he seen by the 
leadership that Nick Griffin has personally intervened to try 
and persuade Baggs to reconsider. 

However, Searchlight has learnt that the real reason for 
Baggs’s resignation might be more personal. It would 
appear that he has become the object of infatuation from a 
female BNP member. This infatuation turned to 
vindictiveness after Baggs shunned her advances. 


North East hit by accusations and resignations 


The internal rumblings within the British National Party 
have reached every corner of the country. The latest 
region to be affected by splits and resignations is the 
North East. Over the past two months two branch 
organisers have dropped out of party activity. 

One of them is John Martin, the organiser of the BNP’s 
Sunderland branch, a key electoral target for the party. 
Martin resigned after the party’s Red, White and Blue 
festival, held in August, in protest at the BNP’s 


indifference to a claim of sexual harassment against a 
female member of his branch. When Martin complained 
about the act, he was told to stay silent and was sacked 


as organiser after he refused. 

Martin has not gone quietly and has announced his 
intention to stand as an independent candidate in the 
ward where he polled 30% for the BNP. 

One circular produced by Martin’s supporters was 
distributed to fellow BNP activists in Sunderland. It urged 
them to stand with him as independents. Searchlight has 
learnt that plans for a rival slate are continuing apace. 

Martin’s mood has been soured by a vicious and 
personal attack on his character by BNP loyalists. 
Entitled: “John Martin — Full of Shite”, the open letter 
accuses Martin of being a “lying manipulative bastard” 
and makes a number of particularly horrible and 
derogatory assertions about a female member of the 
Sunderland branch. 


This attack on Martin might have the short-term benefit 
of stopping other BNP members from siding with the 
former Sunderland organiser but in the long term it is 
another tactical disaster by the increasingly disliked North 
East regional organiser, Kevin Scott. Martin seems certain 
to make it his mission to prevent the BNP from winning 
any seats in Sunderland next year. 

Another victim of an anonymous smear campaign is 
Chris Telford, a South Shields activist. A band member 
with Nemesis and part-time BNP comedian [sic], Telford is 
blamed for practically every failure of the North East BNP 

He is accused of being a “conman”, a “thief” and an 
opposition informer. He is blamed for the John Martin 
fiasco and for trying to “freeze workaholic Teesside BNP 
organiser Andrew Harris out of the party”. 

More recently he has been held responsible for turning 
the rest of the South Shields branch, including its 
organiser David Delaney, against the party. No South 
Shields BNP activist has attended a BNP meeting 
anywhere in the region for some time. 

Evidence that he must be an opposition spy is provided 
by the claim that he told Holocaust denial jokes at the 
2001 Red, White and Blue festival and that he hangs out 
with nazi friends as a means of discrediting the BNP 
If being a nazi and Holocaust denier is evidence of being 
a plant, then Searchlight must clearly be employing most 
of the BNP including its leader Nick Griffin. 
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Man jailed for racist attack on woman 
A Devon road worker who attacked a black woman 
student outside a nightclub was jailed for nine months 
at the end of October. 

The 22-year-old Senegalese victim was abused, had 
her hair pulled and was kicked in the ribs, Exeter Crown 
Court heard. 

Leroy Murby, who comes from Exeter, was sentenced 
after being convicted at an earlier trial of causing racially 
aggravated harm to Nacy Jay. 

Recorder Paul Derbyshire told Murby that the 
sentence made it clear there was no place for racism in 
the community. “The message has to go out that racism 
has no place in Devon, or anywhere else, and will result 
in prison sentences,” he said. 

The court heard the attack happened on Boxing Day 
last year outside the Hothouse nightclub in Exeter, 
where Ms Jay had been with her cousin and his 
girlfriend. The attack induced an asthma attack which 
led to Ms Jay being taken to hospital. 


Racist chanting gets fans arrested 
Police arrested five football fans after racist chants were 
heard at a match at the beginning of November. 

The suspects were caught at the Stadium of Light 
during Sunderland’s 0-0 draw against Coventry. 

Coventry fans claimed that some Sunderland 
supporters were chanting racial abuse aimed at the West 
Midlands city’s Asian population. 

Three of the five people arrested were charged with 
racial chanting at a football match. The other two other 
were bailed pending further inquiries. 


Bonfire ignites racism complaints 
The burning of a caravan with Gypsies painted on it at a 
village bonfire party has led to a number of complaints 
of racism, Sussex Police have said. 

The caravan, bearing the number plate P1KEY, was 


towed through the street before being burned. 
“Pikey” is a derogatory term for a Gypsy. 

A message on the caravan read: “Do as you likey 
Driveways Ltd - guaranteed to rip you off”. 

Firle Bonfire Society denied racism and said other 
figures such as the local police chief, President George 
Bush and Osama Bin Laden had been given the 
same treatment. 

A statement on the Firle Bonfire Society website said: 

“During the summer, a number of travellers moved to 
privately owned farmland. It was some time before the 
landowner was able to reclaim the field. 

“The tableau was a symbolic reminder of those 
events and called into question the way that the 
authorities dealt with the situation.” 


Racist attack on Indian restaurant 
Vandals broke into an Indian restaurant at the end of 
October and daubed racist graffiti on the walls. 

Staff discovered the damage when they opened the 
Shezan restaurant in Lea Marston near Coleshill, 
Warwickshire the following day. 

Food containers were emptied and National 
Front slogans were daubed on the walls. Furniture 
was smashed and the plasterboard ceiling was 
destroyed. 

Damage to the restaurant has been estimated at 
£25,000. 


Police hunt race attackers 
Detectives are hunting two men involved in an 
unprovoked racist attack on an Asian man last month. 

The victim had stopped at traffic lights in Cheetham 
Hill when a silver coloured hatchback travelling in the 
opposite direction pulled up alongside the vehicle. 

One of the occupants got out, opened the victim's 
car door while making racist comments and took the 
car keys. 

He and a second man then attacked the 31-year-old 
victim with a baseball bat. He was left with a fractured 
left shoulder, fractured fingers and bruising to his body 
and face. 

The offenders are described as white and 19 to 20 
years old. 


1 Subscribe to Searchlight 


£24 UK individuals 


£18 UK concessions* £32 UK organisations 


Name/organisation 


£43 Non Europe individuals 


12/03 | 


£36 Europe individuals | 
£48 All non-UK organisations 





Address 








Postcode 





Cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine Ltd 


email editors@searchlightmagazine.com 
*Unemployed, OAPs, students. Please send proof. 





PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG Tel 020 7681 8660 Fax 020 7681 8650 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Names and addresses may be used to send you other Searchlight information. 
Please let us know if you do not wish to receive such information. 














































































NF allowed to march 
on Remembrance 
Sunday in insult to 
anti-fascist war dead 


A ragbag procession of National Front supporters marched 
to London’s Cenotaph on Remembrance Sunday last month. 
The motley assembly mumbled their way through a 
particularly poor rendition of God Save the Queen, which 
Searchlight has recorded for posterity. The photos on this 
page show what has become of the organisation that was 
once the brand name of British racism. 
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By Steve Silver 


horse, dressed in white robes. Concerned citizens 

had apparently witnessed the incident in the town 
centre in the middle of the night and were keen that the 
local newspaper should report it. They weren't to be 
disappointed and it featured as a major story alongside 
the fact that a local Klan Klavern had been formed in the 
quiet British town. 

The only problem with the story — which appeared a 
few years ago — was that there was no Klan in the town 
apart from a few admirers of the US outfit who had 
invented the story and presented it to a local journalist. 
It was a publicity stunt, without the stunt. 

Of course there have been attempts to set up chapters 
of the Ku Klux Klan in Britain, but they have never really 
come to much. After all, it’s hard to find two consecutive 
days when the weather is dry enough to build a large 
wooden cross and get it lit. Even then, by the time the 
would-be patriotic British Klansmen have got the thing 
on the back of their Ford pick-up truck, they’ve run out 
of the special US import chewing tobacco that is an 
essential accessory for the job. 

Anyone who has ever had to put together a journal, 
whether it’s a newsletter for 20 people or a newspaper for 
millions, knows that the whole process involves a 
perpetual search for stories. Local newspapers, which are 
usually under-resourced in terms of journalistic staff, 
are always looking for a story that is different. And let’s 
face it, you aren't going to get something more different 
than a sinister white-robed rider trotting past the local 
post office and supermarket in the dead of the night. 


Te Ku Klux Klansmen rode through the town on his 


Any story will do 

It is in this vein that we have seen the British National 
Party gain virtually endless coverage as it announces 
that it has formed a new unit in this town or that, 
plasters a couple of streets with stickers, leaflets a few 
houses and issues a press release to the local newspaper. 
The paper finds that it has a different story to the usual 
“Mayor opens school fete” and the BNP gets publicity 
that wouldn't be afforded to any other political 
organisation of a similar size. Most importantly, it often 
simply isn’t true that the BNP has any significant base in 
the town whatsoever. 

While the BNP scare stories have been confined 
mainly to local newspapers we have recently seen a 
disturbing development in that the national media have 
proven themselves no better than their local 
counterparts. Over the past couple of months two 
stories have received an unwelcome airing that has been 
nothing more than a propaganda exercise by the BNP. 


Secret policemen 

The first story, which was a wonderful example of BNP’s 
opportunism, came in the wake of the BBC 
documentary The Secret Policeman, which uncovered 
shocking racism among police recruits and resulted in a 
number of officers being suspended. While most people 
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were appalled by the revelations of support for Adolf 
Hitler and the Ku Klux Klan, the BNP enjoyed watching 
the police service squirm with embarrassment. 

Simon Darby, whom the people of Dudley in the West 
Midlands have the misfortune of suffering as their 
elected representative on their council, announced in 
the wake of the programme that: 

“There are between six and 12 police officers serving 
within West Midlands Police who are members of the 
BNP. They want to remain anonymous because if 
anyone found out they could lose their jobs. After what 
happened to the officers in The Secret Policeman it’s not 
worth the risk.” 

No doubt there are police officers who are in the BNP. 
Let’s face it, if Searchlight can keep uncovering trade 
union members who are fascists then we can be certain 
there are BNP coppers. But to run a story with no 
evidence solely because of a BNP claim is incredible. 
It wouldnt be surprising in a low-budget local 
newspaper with the story perhaps written by an 
inexperienced journalist. But it received prominent 
coverage from the BBC and national newspapers and 
consequently was even reported internationally. 


BNP pupils in school that doesn’t exist 

The second non-story to get the BNP a load of free 
publicity was the announcement on the Young BNP 
website that it has supporters in hundreds of schools 
across Britain. The media scrum on this story was 
incredible, as local newspapers contacted the various 
schools concerned to get comments from headteachers. 
The result was extensive coverage across Britain for the 
BNP. As with the claims of members in the police service, 
no evidence was offered, so while it is undoubtedly true 
that there are school children who support the BNP 
whether they exist in more than 100 schools, as reported, 
is open to question. Indeed, in many cases teaching staff 
said that they would be aware of BNP activity if it were 
taking place in their school and that there was none. 

A reporter at the Huddersfield Examiner looked into 
the issue locally and found that two of the schools 
mentioned were junior schools and a further school, 
Saville Town High School, didn’t even exist. The fictional 
school remains on the list as we go to press. 

The BNP also gained some publicity around the fact 
that Heath Clegg, who is a school governor in a primary 
school, stood for election to Halifax council as a BNP 
candidate in a by-election in October. Fortunately he 
was beaten at the ballot box, but at one point journalists 
were scurrying around to add a new dimension to the 
BNP schools’ story by saying that the BNP was getting 
people to become school governors. 

The BNP have become consummate professionals at 
playing on liberal journalists’ fears. Until the media 
realise that a “shock, horror” story initiated by the BNP 
serves the fascists’ cause — because they get a lot of 
undue publicity — then the task of beating them back will 
remain extremely difficult. 


Publications available from Searchlight 


Exposing the 
Next Door international nazi 
As reviewed in music scene 


Searchlight Ly al] pp : Pr ; )" (Searchlight Educational Trust) 
(Nov 2002) EXT OOR : \ £4.50+£0.50p&p 





The Terrorist 






THE MILITIA MOVEMENT 

hardback 445 as aeeret RIGHT 

= per ae DANIEL LEVITAS 
- pap 


a usiye; aeee 








tstermatiene oy shina (Searchlight Magazine) 


edited by Nick Lowles and Steve Silver: a \ 4.50 £3. 50 Se £0. 50p &p 





In Excited Times: The People Against the Blackshirts tells an action-packed story of a 
dramatic contest. Against the terrifying backcloth of the rise of European fascist dictators, 
Tyneside and Wearside were selected by Hitler’s disciples as key battlegrounds on their road 
to a tyrannical destiny. The book reveals for the first time an extensive web of fascism and 
fascist sympathisers, the shadowy presence of MI5, and the exploits of those anti-fascists for 
whom the Second World War began long before 1939. £5.00+£0.50p&p cwara) 


j Order Form Indicate number of copies in boxes I 
| White Riot £7.50 includes p&p The Terrorist Next Door £22+£5p&p White Noise £4.50+£0.50p&p | 
| In Excited Times £5+£0 50p&p Facing the Threat £3.50+ £0.50p&p | 
I Name i 
I I 
Address 
I i 
I I 
I Postcode | enclose £ I 
L ame ee eee ee eee eee ee ll 


Cheques for all publications made payable to Searchlight. PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG 


Want to help fight the 
BNP in the South East? 


Searchlight Information Services is looking for a full-time worker to coordinate the campaign 
against racism and fascism in London and the South East. 


We are looking for someone who has good organisational and leadership skills, 
can work closely with trade unions, political parties and community groups and motivate others. 


The post will initially be for a six-month period. 
If you think you have what it takes to lead a campaign against the BNP then get in touch. 
The deadline for applications is 15 December at 5.00pm. 
Interviews will take place in early January. 























To receive an information pack and application form contact SIS 
on 020 7681 8660 or visit our website www.searchlightinformationservices.com 


Searchlight Information Services is an equal opportunity employer. 
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Better in than out 





Brian Hosie 
racist 
murderer let 
loose 


ie have always known that John Tyndall, with his 
Wierne of criminal convictions involving violence, 

firearms and paramilitary nazi groups dating 
back to the 1950s, is not a model upright citizen. In fact 
“Old Jackboots” was just the type of member the British 
National Party did not need in its quest to present itself 
as a respectable “law and order” party, although it was 
rivalry between Tyndall and Nick Griffin, the current 
holder of the fiihrer job in the BNP, rather than 
respectability that lay behind Tyndall’s expulsion four 
months ago from the party he founded. 

However, we now hear that Griffin has relented, in the 
face of a legal challenge that could bankrupt the party, 
and reinstated Tyndall, although more internal 
discipline may follow. Oh for a night of the Long Knives, 
though it might be Griffin who gets stabbed in the 
backside rather than the other way around. 

Searchlight reported on the close collaboration of the 
Tyndallistas and the Griffinites in the Grays council by- 
election earlier this year, and Richard Edmonds, the 
party’s most crazy Jew-baiter, has been allowed to tour 
the country in an attempt to rally the now disgruntled 
BNP foot soldiers, who are unhappy with their recent 
election-losing streak. 

But we can reveal that Tyndall still keeps a place in his 
dark heart for monsters. Step forward Brian Hosie. 

In 1988 Searchlight reminded readers about Hosie’s 
murderous background after he had a letter published 
in Spearhead, Tyndall’s personally owned monthly hate 
rag. Hosie received a life sentence in 1975 for the cold- 
blooded killing of a black man. In his defence he told the 
police and later the court, “Niggers are nothing to me. 
It’s just like shooting a dog. Niggers make good 
fertiliser.” He had shot his victim at point blank range. 

One might have thought the prison system would 
place some restraint on this mad dog’s behaviour. In fact 
he was allowed to decorate his prison cell in Scotland 
with hardcore nazi material. 

But at least life meant life in cases such as Hosie’s. 
Clearly not. Some months ago we noticed another letter 
from him in Spearhead. We assumed it was once again 
penned from his prison cell. 


Searchlight December 2003 12 





Well no. 

So how did this vicious animal manage to con the 
prison authorities into letting him loose on the public? 
He clearly does not meet any of the norms set for release 
from a life sentence. He is neither repentant nor cured 
of his sick hatred of black people, even children. He 
appears to direct most of his anger at mixed race 
children and their parents. 

Is the public expected to sit back until he gets hold of 
a gun again and finds his next victim? Recall to prison 
would be a rapid and sensible solution. 


ALi) COU 
Peources for its own people. 
. ROSS HENDERSON 
London SE26 


SIR: | spent a weekend in August in Black- 
pool, and | couldn’t get out of the place 
fast enough. Blackpool is aptly named, as 
everywhere | went there were alarming 
signs of miscegenation and deracination. 
There were half-castes all over the place 
with doxies pushing piccaninnies in prams. 
As a supporter of the BNP, | believe it is the 
only political party with the will to put an 
end to this problem when it comes to 
power, and I’m sure that day will event- 
ually come. 

BRIAN HOSIE 

Glasgow 


SIR: Screen actor Mel Gibson, famous for 
es in Braveheart and The Patriot — 


) deep sro 


It would be nice to say something decent about the 
Prison Service in the wake of the Law Lords’ decision to 
order a full public inquiry into the killing of 19-year-old 
Zahid Mubarek by Robert Stewart, the racist thug whom 
the prison authorities saw fit to put into his cell. 
Unfortunately we can't. 

Andy “Nightmare” Frain, one of Britain’s most violent 
nazi football hooligans, who gained early release from 
his not insubstantial prison sentence, has not let up on 
his far-right politics. Recently he was allowed in to visit 
Paul David “Charlie” Sargent in prison in the south of 
England. Yes, he’s the one doing life for killing a young 
fellow nazi. 

While we are on about crime, we are wondering when 
Greater Manchester Police are going to charge their 
employee who handed helicopter video footage of the 
Oldham riots to the BNP 5 
two years ago. A court order 
restraining the BNP from 
using it on the party website 
was imposed at the time, 
but the film was back on 
the site during the first half 
of November. 

Possible charges that 
come to mind, against both 
the BNP and the police 
officer responsible, are 
theft, receiving, breaches 
of the Official Secret Act 
and Data Protection laws. 
I hope we don't not have to 
hold our breath too long for 
a result. 








READ THE VIOLENT STORY OF 


Combat 18 FREE! 


Special low price subscription £24.00, 
PLUS WHITE RIOT - 
The Violent Story of 
Combat 18 FREE! 


Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops 
when you can save 20% by getting the 
magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


WHITE RIOT 


“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
against celebrities and rivals [and] describes 
how the organisation collapsed into murderous 


feuding.” Evening Standard 
“Excellent ... highly readable” Morning Star = 
(To buy the book only, send £7.50 with order) THE VIOLENT STORY OF 


eC COMBBAT 18 


i Please start my special subscription at £24 with the next issue and 


send me my free copy of White Riot. NICK LOWLES 
































Pay Searchlight Magazine Ltd (Account No 11110608, Sort Code 40-17-45, 

HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, CM2 OLH) 

PLEASE RETURN TO: SEARCHLIGHT, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. 

This is a UK standing order offer only. All details must be completed to qualify. Cash annual subscriptions are available at £24 (UK individuals) 
and £32 (UK organisations) but without the book, cheques payable to Searchlight Magazine. See page 8. Please allow 28 days for delivery of 
book. Searchlight subscriptions are 100% data-secure, we never give our subscription list to any outside party. 

Overseas rates: £36 Europe individuals; £43 other individuals; £48 organisations. 12/03 


I Name 

I Address 

i Postcode 

i Please debit my account with the sum of £24.00 immediately and annually thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
| Your bank name & address 

I Account No Sort Code 

Signature Date 





NO END TO 
DEATHS IN 





The United 
Family and 
Friends 
Campaign 
calls for 
justice, 
October 2003 
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CUSTODY 


By Renee Sams 


MORE THAN 1,500 people have died in custody over 
the past 34 years. By far the majority have been young 
black men, but there have also been a number of 
young black women. The first black person to die was 
David Oluwale in 1969 and the latest Michael Lloyd Powell, 
known as Mikey, who died in September. 

Mr Powell died on 7 September after being arrested by West 
Midlands police officers from Thornhill Road police station in 
Handsworth. His family had called the police for help after he 
had seemed unwell and had been behaving oddly. 
What happened next left his family in a state of shock. He was 
knocked down by a police patrol car, beaten with batons by 
several officers, sprayed with CS gas and handcuffed. 

His family and friends want answers about the events 
leading to his death, and are demanding the suspension of 
the officers involved while a full investigation is conducted. 

Many families have had to campaign for years to find out 
the truth about how their loved ones died. It took the family 
of Roger Sylvester nearly five years just to get an inquest. 

On the night of 11 January 1999 eight police officers from 
Tottenham police station restrained Mr Sylvester, a fit 30-year- 
old black man, on his own doorstep. The police told his family 
that he was being restrained under section 136 of the Mental 
Health Act “for his own safety”. They admitted that he had not 
been violent or aggressive towards anybody, but he was 
handcuffed, put in a police van and taken to a hospital. 

At the hospital he was carried from the van and 
restrained on the floor by up to six police officers for some 
20 minutes before being seen by a doctor. He remained 
under restraint while the doctor left the room to get 
medication. He then went limp and collapsed. 

Attempts were made to resuscitate him but he had 
sustained so many severe injuries that he remained in a 
coma at the Whittington Hospital until the life support 
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machine was switched off seven days later. 

The inquest was finally held on 3 October at St Pancras 
Coroner’s Court. During the hearing the jury heard that the 
officers knew that excessive restraint was dangerous and 
life threatening but maintained that they would do nothing 
different if they were in the same situation again. The 
hearing lasted four weeks and the jury returned a verdict of 
“unlawful killing”. 

The family are disappointed that nothing is being done to 
bring those responsible for Mr Sylvester’s death to justice. 
His father told Searchlight: “My son was killed by a police 
officer and we will keep up the struggle until those 
responsible are brought to justice”. 

Throughout the inquest, the Sylvester family were 
subjected to a concerted attack on Roger’s character by the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner and the officers 
continually referring to his supposed “violence” and 
“exceptional strength”. 

INQUEST, which campaigns against deaths in custody, is 
calling for “urgent action to be taken to issue clear guidance 
and instructions about the maximum time limits for restraining 
any person in a prone position. There must also be a waming 
that the use of prolonged restraint can have fatal 
consequences for which officers will be brought to account.” 

In another shocking case five police officers were filmed 
by their own security camera callously laughing and chatting 
while Christopher Alder lay on a police station floor gasping 
and choking to death. 

Mr Alder, a former paratrooper who was decorated for his 
service in Northern Ireland, was arrested in April 1998. 
After his death, tapes from the custody suite cameras were 
seized, but it took investigators nearly four years to spot a 
section of the film that revealed that monkey chants could 
be heard while officers joked. 

This evidence was never put before the jury at the court 
case held in 2002. The Crown prosecution Service said the 
tape was withheld from the court because it could not be 
proved that the monkey chanting was racist. 

At the hearing at Teesside Crown Court, which lasted 
more than three months, the judge instructed the jury to 
acquit the sergeant and four constables, who had been 
suspended from duty since the incident four years earlier. 

The Alder family are demanding a full, open public 
enquiry into all aspects of Christopher's death. They want 
the missing tape to be shown and have promised to keep 
up the pressure until such an inquiry is held. 

Ricky Bishop, a 25-year old father of one, was arrested 
by Brixton police on 22 November 2001. He was assaulted 
and brutalised and drugs were pushed into his mouth. 
Four hours later he was dead. The officers who caused 
his death were not suspended while the Metropolitan 
Police investigated them under the supervision of the Police 
Complaints Authority. 

The Metropolitan Police withheld vital evidence from the 
inquest. The jury were given a choice of three verdicts but 
the Coroner directed that manslaughter must be excluded. 
Mr Bishop’s outraged family are calling for an independent 
and external public inquiry into black deaths in custody. 

These are just a few examples on the growing list of those 
who have died in custody. The United Friends and Families 
Campaign is continuing the struggle for justice. A rally in 
Trafalgar Square on 25 October recalled the case of 
Joy Gardner, who died by suffocation ten years ago after 
the arresting police officers bound tape around her face 
and mouth. 

Myrna Simpson, Joy’s mother, is working with the UFFC. 
She said: “I am still fighting, not only for justice for Joy but 
for all. | am fighting for justice for everyone that has been 
unjustly killed.” 
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Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 

B A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 

@ Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 

& Special rates on training and educational materials. 

& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 
Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 








Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 








Contact name 









































Position Position 
Address Address 

Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 
Affiliation rates per year: Fax 
Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more Mobile 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 

Email 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG # Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com ® www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Searchlight Fighting Fund 


Name 





Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 





There is no let-up in our campaign to defeat the Union 





BNP. In the run-up to the 2003 local elections we 
worked with locally based anti-fascist and anti- 


Address 





racist groups defending towns and cities against 


Postcode 





the fascist threat. We helped them produce 
thousands of local leaflets and published 
400,000 copies of our special edition Searchlight 
newspaper. We could not have done this without 
the generous support of trade unions. 


Please debit my account with the sum of £ 











I enclose my donation of £ | 
(Please make cheques payable to Searchlight Fighting Fund) 














The BNP now has 16 councillors. There is a 
huge amount of work to be done if that number 
is to be reduced rather than grow next year. 
And it is essential that the campaign is waged 
all year round. We urgently need to build a solid 
financial base to continue and extend our 
campaigning work. Trade unionists are the 
backbone of anti-fascist and anti-racist work — 


please support the Searchlight Fighting Fund now. 


We are asking trade unions at national, regional 
and branch level to donate to the campaign. 
We are also asking individual trade unionists to 
make donations and/or commit to a monthly 
standing order. Please help us to build and 
continue the work. Together we will win! 


immediately and monthly thereafter until cancelled by me in writing. 
Please complete the following (all sections must be completed) 


Your bank name and address 








Post code 





Your account no Sort code 


Pay Searchlight Fighting Fund (account no 81322729, sort code 
40-17-45) HSBC, 183 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 OLH 





Signature Date 





Please complete all parts of this form and return it to Searchlight 
Fighting Fund PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG. Please do not send it 
direct to your bank. 





&6Searchlight has done a tremendous job tracking the activities of the far right and providing that 
information for the movement. Searchlight is now producing information for and supporting communities, 
and working jointly with trade unions. This is a very effective strategy.?? Kevin Curran General Secretary GMB 
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A collection of anti-racist literature 
reviewed by Anna Sullivan 
g 


In choosing these books | looked for stories 

that were well written in the kind of language that py Jonatna epbde 

could inspire young people to see the world in 

terms other than street-speak or sound bites, = = 

that would inform and emotionally move young 

people to think about the past and how that 

influences attitudes and actions today and, ara A 

above all, stories that are good in the telling. book beg Dub | cH 
I chose Caught in the Crossfire by Alan Gibbons and old evoice | O-FLIN 

for its contemporary theme and for the way he of Lorca e young 

writes so movingly about young people’s feelings. ° of:=4 ocia as at | cH 
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Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry tells so starkly 
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faces in this remote corner of Ireland and the friends 
and the enemies he makes give us a wonderful story, 
both hilarious and moving. As a stranger in a close 
knit community he is befriended by another outsider, 
a Traveller child. The ostracising of this boy horrifies 
Lorcan and he equates it with other kinds of racism, 
which his father has shown him is wrong. That he 
admires his parents and does not, as some writers 

would be tempted to have him do, rebel against 
them is one of the book’s strengths. In its lyrical 
prose the book explores the way in which children 
can reach out to each other and achieve a fair play 
that adults have long forgotten about. 


Between 
two worlds 


by Joan Lingard 
published by Puffin, £4.99. 
ISBN 0-14-037297-0 


Set just after the Second World War, Lingard’s story 
follows the lives of a family of Latvian refugees who go 
to Canada after years of displacement. We see the 
results of the carve-up of Europe after the defeat of 
Nazi Germany. The Petersen family find themselves 
unable to live in the home of their original sponsors. 
When the father becomes too ill to take up his teaching 
post, responsibility for the family’s survival falls to the 
two elder children, twins Astra and Hugo. This book 
takes you into the world of the refugee: the comfort 
sought from those in the same situation; the ignorance 
and hostility from the host community and the 
courage and resilience of the people who have seen 
and suffered horrors beyond the imagination; the 
grappling with a new language and the grief for all that 
ilost. A tale for today? I think so. 











Roll of 
thunder, 
hear 
my cry 


by Mildred D Taylor 
published by Puffin, £5.99. 
ISBN 0-14-036625-3 








MILDRED D. TAYLOR 


Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry 





Although this book was written 
many years ago it is still 
relevant today. Set in America 
in the southern state of Mississippi, it tells the story of 

one black family and their community. This is 1933, 

long before the civil rights movement and with none of 

the sentimentality of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and we learn 

of the daily oppression and fear that was commonplace 

for black people of the Deep South. The tale is told 

through the voice of Cassie, the only daughter in the 

family. She tells us of the daily events that affect her 

brothers, parents, grandmother and other relatives. 

The author does not spare us from the horrors of 

southern racism, the hatred and lynchings, the burnings 
and daily indignities. But through all of that runs the 

passing on of stories, the verbal histories that keep 

people alive to fight another day. A wonderful book and 

an important one. 





Out of the 
Hitler time 


by Judith Kerr 
published by Collins, £9.99. 
ISBN 0-00-713760-5 



















This is a trilogy of which the best 
known is the first book, When Hitler 
Stole Pink Rabbit. This wonderful set 
of stories follows the life of Anna and 
her Jewish family as they flee Nazi 
Germany. They eventually reach 
England and the stories take us 
through to Anna’s womanhood 
when she has to confront her past. 
The writer has said, “All my novels 
are based on things that happened 
to me a long time ago. I wrote them 
because I wanted to describe what 
it was like — what it was really like — 
to flee from the Nazis, go to schools 
where they don't speak your 
language, live through air raids 
and — in those days — grow up.” The 
three books span a wide age range 
and can be bought separately. 


Puffin|Modern|Classics 
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No place in Prison S 
racist bigots says Pt 


Colin Moses, National Chair of the Prison Officers’ Association, talks to 
Searchlight about his life and political development and the fight against 
fascism and racism. Interview by Maureen Foster. 


Colin Moses 


Colin Moses, the national chair of the union. 

He picks me up from the station, introduces the 
workers, shows me around the building and gives me a 
guided tour and history lesson along the picture gallery 
of past national chairs and general secretaries of the 
POA. He then organises getting the kettle on. 

Colin Moses became the first black leader of his union 
when he was elected in August 2002 and only the second 
black trade union leader ever elected in this country. 
Now he stands alone, since the retirement of Bill Morris, 
former general secretary of the Transport and General 
Workers’ Union. 

Colin was born in North Shields and raised in 
the shipyard communities of the North East. He was the 
youngest of eight children of a merchant seaman from 
Sierra Leone and an English mother. He doesn't 
remember his father, who died when he was three 
months old. He remembers having to face racism at a 
young age, “I grew up in a mainly white community but 
there were other mixed race families living near us. 
I remember racism early in my life - much of it, I believe, 
borne out of ignorance, some of which was enshrined in 
the beliefs of the 1950s and 1960s.” 


fc: immediately at home when | arrive to interview 
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The shipyards and pits were the backbone of North 
East communities when he was growing up and he 
started his working life in the shipyards. Colin is a 
socialist and comes from a family of committed 
socialists. He believes strongly that black people should 
“be with the left” and that “socialism is the only 
protector of people with colour”. 

Colin joined a union when he was just 15 and says, 
“T felt an immediate affinity with the union; I enjoyed 
the senses of fraternity. Being of African heritage, as a 
young person I read James Baldwin and Malcolm X and 
actively sought out every piece of African history I could 
find. From an early age I had an interest in politics. 
I wanted to forge an identity.” 

In the 1970s he joined the merchant navy as a chemical 
engineer and later travelled extensively in West Africa, 
visiting his father’s birthplace in Sierra Leone. Apartheid 
South Africa and the Southern states of the US were also 
on his list of destinations. He is sure that visiting these 
countries helped shape his political viewpoint. 

“I saw people living in the face of fortitude who kept 
their ability to be proud. In places such as South Africa 
and in the southern states of the USA in the early 1970s 
black people faced massive and brutal discrimination 
in their day to day lives, yet maintained their pride 
and resilience.” 

When I ask him about racism in the navy he explains, 
“there was a massive amount of racism in the British 
merchant navy in those days. They still ran a hierarchy 
of white officers and black crew - often referred to as the 
‘native’ crew”. He remembers that “during this time 
I read a lot and attended many lectures about the 
struggle for racial equality in the USA and was inspired 
by people like Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, Martin 
Luther King and the writings of Paul Robeson”. 

Later he joined a North Sea exploration company. 
In 1997 he joined a chemical industry becoming chief 
engineer and was elected shop steward and a convenor 
of the Amalgamated Union of Engineering Workers. 
He recalls, “I immediately liked the fraternity the union 
offered and I grasped the strategy of promoting 
equality”. Around this time his brother Ted was an 
active member of the Anti Nazi League and got 
Colin involved in the fight against fascism on the streets 
of his local community. He asserts, “I’ve always believed 
that the struggle for equality in the UK is a struggle to 
break down stereotypes put in place as long ago as the 
days of empire”. 

When I ask him why he became a prison officer, he 
explains, “I joined the Prison Service in 1986 after 
Margaret Thatcher did a lot of damage to heavy industry 
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in the North East and I was made redundant”. His family 
all had an input into the decision. “I did a lot of soul 
searching and had long discussions with my family and 
one of the things we talked long and hard about was that 
people working in the Prison Service were seen as 
having right-wing views.” He was also concerned about 
working in a closed society with regard to recruiting 
black people. 

He worked first at Castington and from 1992 at Holme 
House and Low Newton Prison in Durham. He progressed 
through the ranks to become a Principal Officer in 1996 
and was elected to the POA National Executive Committee 
(NEC) in the same year. He says he was encouraged by his 
peers to stand for the NEC and that “after 16 years in the 
Prison Service I know that the vast majority of people in 
the service are decent professional people whose names 
have been tarnished by the few”. 

Colin says he is proud and honoured to have been 
elected as head of the POA. “It is a positive milestone 
in the union’s history and I hope it is a beacon to 
other black people to get equality of opportunity in the 
Prison Service.” 

I ask him about the claims that members of his union 
have been or are BNP members. The Prison Service has 
in recent years carried out internal investigations into 
allegations of brutality and racism by prison officers. 

Colin is clear: “The Prison Service has a ban on prison 
officers being members of the BNP”. He explains, 
“members of extremist parties are not employed by the 
Prison Service. When Martin Narey was Director- 
General of the Prison Service he adopted this policy and 
this has been reinforced by the current Director- 
General, Phil Wheatley.” 

He says the POA fully endorses this policy. “I have 
campaigned against racism in the Prison Service for 
years and will continue to be a champion of equal 
opportunities for every single employee of the Prison 
Service.” He is tough on the issue. “If we find any POA 
member who is a member of the BNP, they will be 
expelled from the union immediately.” 

The POA has a history of expelling fascists. In 1994 it 
expelled Christopher Hopewell, a one-time leading 
member of the National Front and an officer at 
Wandsworth Prison. Colin says Searchlight was a great 
help in providing information to assist the expulsion. 
Hopewell stood in a European Parliamentary by- 
election on a bring back hanging campaign, which was 
a cover for his NF activities. He had links to a fascist 
organisation, the Friends of Oswald Mosley, and the 
notorious Holocaust revisionist historian David Irving. 

From that time on, Colin asserts, “the POA have been 
forthright that there is no place in the Prison Service 
for racist bigots”. He remembers an article in the 
Sunday Mirror showing Hopewell dressed in Nazi 
uniform and says: “we contacted Searchlight who had 
a file on his activities”. 


Hopewell appealed to the 1994 POA conference, which 
upheld his expulsion, but this was before the Prison 
Service adopted its present policy and he kept his job. 

Colin remembers that as recently as the 1990s there 
were very few black prison officers and virtually no black 
governors. He maintains that Prison Service recruitment 
campaigns have brought about changes. However they 
have not gone far enough — there are 138 prisons in 
England and Wales and not one has a black governor. 
Half of all prisons have no black staff at all. 

Colin aims to encourage more people from all 
backgrounds to join the service and move up the ranks 
to become governors. He aims “to promote zero 
tolerance of violence in prisons towards staff and 
inmates and to give greater recognition to the role 
played by prison officers in the criminal justice system”. 

He believes that the BNP is active in prisons and that 
a significant number of the prison population are in the 
BNP. He says “the BNP use prisons to recruit their thugs, 
their foot soldiers. They are becoming increasingly 
subversive in how they target, particularly young people, 
with their evil message.” Colin is keen that the Prison 
Service devises a scheme to tackle racist behaviour just 
as it has schemes to deal with sex offenders. He says 
otherwise these racists and fascists simply infect other 
prisoners and use the BNP’s propaganda to do it. 

He also warns that when the BNP try to sell 
themselves on doorsteps, they campaign on a law and 
order ticket and “put down the majority of crime to 
ethnic minorities”. He feels this should be “strongly 
contested by the criminal justice system which should 
be seen to be equitable”. 

I ask him about current legislation that creates 
problems for trade unions expelling fascists. On this he 
is very clear: “The government should assist trade 
unions to abolish section 174 of the Trade Union and 
Labour Relations Act to allow trade union rule books to 
have precedence over legislation. We have the right 
to write our own rules, it goes without saying within our 
principles of equality.” He is emphatic that trade union 
rule books should state clearly that no member of the 
BNP will be allowed to be a member of any trade union. 

He is clear that the BNP is a fascist organisation and its 
views are totally at odds with trade unionism. Fascists he 
says “have never supported trade unions and have 
sought, throughout history, to destroy the trade union 
movement. It is inconceivable that the BNP want to be 
part of the trade union movement to advance workers 
rights. They want to join the trade union movement to 
undermine and destabilise it.” 

Colin is committed to adding the voice of the POA to 
other unions to urge the TUC to mount a national 
campaign to identify and expel members of the BNP 
from trade unions. 

In the light of the work that needs to be done Colin 
applauds and endorses Searchlight’s Operation Wedge; 
Protecting and Educating Youth against racism, 
launched this month. The first publication, Signs of hate, 
will be supported by a website to which people can 
subscribe. Colin welcomes the project as a useful tool in 
the fight against racism and fascism in prisons, 
especially in juvenile offenders’ institutions. 

Colin is keen for the POA to support and recognises 
“the work of Searchlight supporting work against racism 
and fascism in communities”. He is keen to acknowledge 
“the role of Searchlight providing information to trade 
unions, including my own, to expose fascist infiltrators. 
In the fight against fascism’. he says “Searchlight has the 
full support of the POA.” 
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GREECE 


The twilight world 
of Golden Dawn 


From Anna Stai and Kostas Koutelos for 
Antinazi Initiative in Athens 


The revival of the extreme right and growth of 
fascist political currents have caused mounting 
concern across much of Europe. In this special 
Searchlight report, the Antinazi Initiative in 
Athens reveals that Greece has been no 
exception and examines the scandalous 
political protection and absolute immunity from 
prosecution that Greek nazis seemingly enjoy. 


HARDCORE NAZIS ARE a distasteful and dangerous political 
phenomenon anywhere, but it is probably only in Greece 
their printed materials are sold freely at every news stand 
and kiosk. And it is probably only in Greece that, despite 
numerous violent attacks in the past few years, they have 
had only one criminal conviction and no jail sentences. 
Worse, not a single parliamentary party in Greece has ever 
had the courage to demand that these thugs, hell bent on 
the obliteration of democratic rights, should be outlawed. 

This appalling state of affairs is an intolerable insult to 
European Union, of which Greece is a member state. 

The main Greek nazi organisation is Chrysi Avgi or Golden 
Dawn. Established in 1987, it advocates open national 
socialism, virulent racism and murderous antisemitism. 
Hitler, the Third Reich, Rudolf Hess, the Waffen SS and the 
swastika are Golden Dawn’s idols and emblems of choice 
and appear repeatedly in its publications. When the 
organisation organises public events, however, it prefers 
only to dress itself up as “nationalist” and “patriotic”. 

Quite how many members Golden Dawn has is uncertain 
but when it stages demonstrations in the centre of Athens 
it always gathers at least 200 people. Apart from Athens, it 
has offices in six other big cities — Thessaloniki, Piraeus, 
Kalamata, Trikala, Volos and Korinthos — and “core groups” 
in 20 more together with one in Cyprus. 
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Despite its very small membership compared with 
mainstream political parties, Golden Dawn does not lack 
resources. They include a strong publishing operation and 
its own bookshops in Athens, Piraeus and Thessaloniki. 

The scale of its publishing operation is demonstrated by its 
seven regular publications, including two weekly newspapers 
Chrysi Avgi and Eleftheros Kosmos (Free World), two bimonthly 
glossy magazines, a twice yearly journal, the magazine of 
the Greek branch of Blood and Honour and the monthly 
magazine Signal, which is a just a reprint of the original 
magazine published in Nazi Germany from 1941 to 1944. 

Golden Dawn campaigns around schools, a key source of 
recruits, and organises public gatherings and 
demonstrations in Athens and elsewhere. Music is also 
important for the transmission of its sick ideas, and it 
concentrates on the white power skinhead and black metal 
scenes. As a result, it has connections with and promotes 
hate music bands from all over Europe and distributes their 
CDs free of charge through another of its magazines, 
Antepithesi (Counter Attack). 

Mirroring the activities of its German counterparts, 
Golden Dawn’s activists have taken part in big 
demonstrations, especially against Israel and USA, without 
hindrance from the organisers. They also organise around 
football and formed their own “group of football fans”, the 
so-called Azure Army, four years ago. 

With such an infrastructure, it is hardly a surprise that 
Golden Dawn's open nazism finds violent outlets. Indeed, 
ever since the organisation was founded, reports of its 
violence, which includes stabbings but is mainly savage 
beatings, have filtered into the media. Most of its violence, 
however, never reaches the public domain because the 
victims are immigrants, afraid to bring charges against 
the nazis or even to report them to the police. They remain 
silent even in the face of attacks by groups of thugs armed 
with clubs, iron bars, knives and other weapons. 

As well as attacking individuals, these thugs have 
launched onslaughts against ethnic minority communities, 
destroying community offices and shops. They have also 
wrecked bookshops and invaded student campuses. 

Despite all these violent acts, it is significant that very few 
incidents have led to prosecutions. Where this has 
occurred, it has only been because the victims had the 
support of organisations of which they were members, or 
could identify their assailants. 

Taking the nazis to court is a hazardous business. 
Golden Dawn’s most vicious attack took place in 1998 right 
in front of a court building where some of its members were 
on trial. The attack put one victim in hospital with serious 
brain injuries, where he remained in intensive care for 
a long time. The lout responsible was Antonis 
Androutsopoulos, a deputy leader of Golden Dawn, who to 
this day has not been arrested for the assault and is now 
on the run. Although a prosecution has been brought 
against him and he could be tried in his absence, his trial 
has been mysteriously postponed. 

Even when cases do reach the courts, Golden Dawn mem- 
bers are only ever charged as individuals. The organisation as 
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such has never been prosecuted even though it is obvious 
that it actively conspires to organise violence. 

Golden Dawn appears to be well connected 
internationally, its printed material highlighting its links with 
other European nazi organisations. It is effusive in its 
backing for parties such as the British National Party, the 
German National Democratic Party (NPD) and the French 
Nation Front (FN), at the same time proclaiming its 
closeness to hardcore nazis such as the British Movement, 
the National Alliance in the USA, with which it jointly 
publishes a youth magazine called Antepithesi + 
Resistance, Nationaler Widerstand in Germany and the 
Spanish nazi rag Cueste lo Que Cueste. It also has contacts 
with nazis in eastern Europe. 

In October 1998, Golden Dawn hosted a major 
international nazi conference in Thessaloniki. The sole 
response of the Greek government to widespread protests 
against it was to insist that “Greek laws were not violated”. 

Golden Dawn has fielded candidates in Greek elections 
since 1994 and has even been invited to participate with all 
the other political parties in presenting candidates on 
television and deciding which parties will get television time. 
In October last year, four Golden Dawn members stood for 
election to the Athens city council with an extreme-right 
party called LAOS, which is represented in the Greek 
Parliament by its leader, George Karatzaferis. LAOS scooped 
up 14% of the votes. 

Other European nazis admire and envy the activities of 
Golden Dawn, and express astonishment at the freedom 
their comrades enjoy in Greece. To reciprocate, Golden 
Dawn regularly publishes the jail addresses of nazi prisoners 
in European countries and urges its supporters to send 
messages of support. 

Greek anti-fascists have not been passive. On 14 May 
1998, the Antinazi Initiative submitted documentary evidence 
demanding that the government outlaw Golden Dawn, 
including a complete dossier on the organisation’s activities, 
legal and political arguments and the signatures of hundreds 
of ordinary people. The petition, addressed to the Prime 
Minister Kostas Simitis, the then Minister of Justice, the late 
Evangelos Giannopoulos, and the President of the Greek 
Parliament, requested them to comply with the international 
Anti-Racist Convention, CERD, which Greece has ratified, and 
to introduce laws banning nazi organisations. 

After receiving no answer, the Antinazi Initiative requested 
a meeting with the Justice Minister. When that too was 
refused, the anti-fascists resorted to the Greek Ombudsman. 
The Justice Ministry finally answered the Antinazi Initiative in 
February 1999 but suggested only that independent 
prosecutions should be brought against Golden Dawn, a 
move that is futile without political and legislative support. 





The Greek state’s persistence in defending the legality of 
the nazis may have something to do with the fact that the 
nazis’ propaganda on foreign issues dovetails neatly with 
political ideas that have gained increasing currency in the 
country. According to this viewpoint, the absolute enemy of 
the nation, indeed the entire planet, is the USA. This theory 
is not based on any anti-imperialist concept but on notions 
of the “cultural superiority” of an “Orthodox Greek nation” 
threatened by “Western bourgeois culture” and a supposed 
“Jewish conspiracy”. 

Correspondingly, the real “friends of the nation” are 
Russia, Serbia and other Orthodox countries, the Arabs 
“oppressed by Zionism” and every right-wing regime 
worldwide as long as it is an enemy of the USA and Israel. 
Nowhere else in Europe was there such massive public 
satisfaction at the terrorist massacre of 11 September 2001 
or such support for Hamas and Radovan Karadzic’s Serbia. 

In such an environment of rampant ignorance and crude 
nationalism, the Greek nazis move like fish in the sea as 
two characteristic examples show. 

During the Serbian Army’s bloody “ethnic cleansing” of 
the Bosnians, the public service trade union, the General 
Confederation of Greek Workers, and the Archbishop of 
Greece, with the full support of all Greek political parties, 
welcomed the Serb war criminal Radovan Karadzic as a 
hero in the biggest stadium in Piraeus. At exactly the same 
time, Golden Dawn sent some of its members to join the 
so-called “Greek Volunteer Guard” to fight on the side of 
the Serb Chetniks. After the bestial massacres at 
Srebrenica, this “Guard” triumphantly raised the Greek flag 
side-by-side with the Chetnik flag. No wonder then that the 
Russian fascist Vladimir Zhirinovski subsequently invited 
Golden Dawn to participate in an “international conference 
of right-wing parties” at the Russian parliament. 

Last April, the publisher Govostis invited the British fascist 
historian David Irving to present the Greek edition of his 
book Hitler’s War at Athens Museum of War History, which 
belongs to the Ministry of National Defence. Retired top 
Greek Army officers were present as was Vyron Polydoras, a 
leading MP of the major opposition party New Democracy, 
who bizarrely claimed that Irving is “the man who holds the 
truth”. Together with this august audience sat members of 
Golden Dawn. The rest of the gathering evidently found this 
perfectly acceptable. 

Greek anti-fascists need international support and are 
hoping to win backing from the international anti-fascist 
movement for their campaign to force the Greek 
government to ban nazi organisations, including Golden 
Dawn, and to bring to an end the shameful situation in 
which Greece has become a playground for Greek and 
international fascists. 
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NETHERLANDS 


Right-wing publicity bid prevented 
From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! in Utrecht 


ULTRA-RIGHTISTS HAVE failed in an attempt to court 
popularity and gain cheap publicity by exploiting public 
revulsion for paedophilia. 

A shady outfit called Stop Martijn obtained permission to 
stage a protest picket in Amsterdam against the Martijn 
Foundation, an organisation which has been trying to get 
paedophilia accepted in Dutch society. Stop Martijn, a 
committee against paedophilia, consists almost exclusively 
of people from the fascist New National Party (NNP) and 
NieuwRechts. 

NieuwRechts wants to recruit among citizens who are 
concerned about paedophilia and to portray itself as an 
“action party”, a right-wing equivalent of the Socialist Party. 
This means taking its sick ideas onto the streets. As befits 
the far right’s well established lynch mob mentality, Stop 
Martijn also wants to publish the names and addresses of 
suspected paedophiles and argues that they should be 
chemically castrated or even subjected to the death penalty. 

Anti-fascists in Amsterdam have made it clear throughout 
that, while they in no way share the goals or the ideas of 
the Martijn Foundation, they are determined not to allow 
ultra-rightists to become acceptable by abusing public 
concern about the issue. 

In August, Stop Martijn failed in its attempt to hold a 
similar picket outside the office where the Martijn 
Foundation has its post office box address because anti- 
fascists spotted the participants at an Amsterdam railway 
station and chased them away. 

In October, the mayor of Amsterdam, Job Cohen, granted 
permission for Stop Martijn to hold a demonstration on 
25 October starting at the central station. Anti-fascists were 
preparing action against this provocation when Michiel 
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Smit, the leader of NieuwRechts, helpfully posted details of 
the hitherto unknown gathering point of his demonstration 
on the internet. 

On the afternoon of the demonstration, two half-full 
buses of NNP and NieuwRechts members were making 
their way towards Amsterdam. Other participants went 
directly to the central station, where they faced a large 
show of force by the police and then had to run to escape 
a group of about 100 militant anti-fascists who chased 
them back into the station. Anti-fascists, a number of whom 
were later arrested, caught some of the right-wingers and 
gave them a good hiding. 

This turn of events alarmed Cohen, who immediately 
banned the Stop Martijn demonstration on the grounds that 
“security could no longer be guaranteed”. He ordered the 
police to stop the two buses which were then approaching 
the centre of Amsterdam. 

All dressed up and with nowhere to go, the frustrated 
right-wingers were ordered out of the city despite loud 
protests from Smit and Florens van der Kooi, the chair of 
the NNP At a car park, in Leiderdorp, the humiliation of the 
right-wingers was complete as they stood forlornly with 
banners outside their buses and listened to speeches by 
their leaders. 

One of the buses later went on to The Hague, where about 
25 Stop Martijn activists were allowed to tramp around on 
the empty square in front of the Dutch government buildings. 

Smit has announced that he will file complaints against 
the City of Amsterdam and Anti-Fascist Action. He will, of 
course, also try to demonstrate in the city again but he will 
probably be confined to a desolate industrial area. 

Whether Stop Martijn will accept that and how its 
members deal with the internal rows that have broken 
out after the fiasco of 25 October remains to be seen. 
Anti-fascists, however, are determined to prevent Stop 
Martijn wherever it shows its face. 
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Le Pen visits Hungarian fascists 


From Esbé for REFLEX in Paris 


IT IS WELL KNOWN that the international relations of 
the fascist Front National (FN) are the personal property 
of its rumbustious fiihrer Jean-Marie Le Pen. And when it 
comes to foreign travel, he seldom misses a trick. 

His latest junket was a return trip to Budapest on 
23 October to commemorate the 47th anniversary of 
Hungary’s 1956 anti-Soviet uprising, at the invitation 
of his pals in the fascist Party of Justice and Life (MIEP). 
This outfit is led by Istvan Csurka and its vice-president 
L6érant Hegediis, who was convicted for antisemitism in 
December 2002 and given a suspended sentence of 
18 months. Hegediis had declared in Magyar Forum, the 
party’s magazine: “We [Hungarians] must segregate 
the Jews because, if not, they will take our place”. 

This was hardly new for MIEP because Magyar Forum 
has long been a vehicle for antisemitism, publishing 
articles claiming to “prove” that the Jews exaggerate 
the number of Holocaust victims. In that light, the 
presence at the commemoration alongside Le Pen of 
David Irving, the notorious Holocaust denier, was not in 
the least surprising. 

In front of a few thousand Hungarian nationalists — 
the FN with customary bluster claimed 70,000 while the 
more objective foreign media estimated a mere 3,000 — 
Le Pen delivered a speech urging “European patriots” to 
“unite against globalism” and to restore a “Europe of 
sovereign nations”. 

This is not Le Pen’s first trip to Hungary. MIEP invited 
the FN leader to Budapest in similar circumstances in 
October 1996 at a time when Le Pen and Dominique 
Chaboche, an FN cofounder who was then responsible 
for the party’s international affairs, were desperately 
scratching around for contacts in eastern Europe. 
In recompense, Csurka visited Strasbourg in April 1997 
as a guest at the FN’s eleventh congress. MIEP at that 
time was winning barely 2% of the vote in elections but 
that changed in 1998 when the party grabbed 5.4% and 
joined a right-wing coalition government. 

Thanks to his repeated contact with nationalist 
parties in eastern Europe, including Romania, Serbia 
and Slovakia, Le Pen is entertaining the hope that 
nationalists in countries likely to join the European 
Union in the near future will make the leap into the 
European Parliament and enable him to form a political 
group from which he can reap the financial benefits. 

In 1984, when the EN first entered the European 
Parliament, it formed the Technical Group of the 
European Right with the Italian fascist MSI and a Greek 
MEP from the far right-wing EPEN. Franz Schénhuber’s 
fascist Republikaner from Germany and an MEP from 


the fascist Belgian Vlaams Blok joined the group in 1989, 
but it exploded almost as quickly as it was formed after 
a venomous row between Italian and German fascists 
over the disputed South Tyrol. After that it disappeared. 

The FN suffered more misfortune in 1999 when the 
European elections took place just after its damaging 
split with Bruno Mégret which depressed the FN’s 
results. The FN polled 5.69% compared with 10.51% in 
1989 and elected only five MEPs: Bruno Gollnisch, Carl 
Lang, Jean-Claude Martinez, Marie-France Stirbois and 
Charles de Gaulle. Le Pen, to his great anger, was 
prevented from standing because of his entanglements 
with the law. 

Mégret has been more than willing to compete for 
international contacts with Le Pen and has cultivated 
his own relationship with MIEP. Not only is Mégret's 
stronghold in Vitrolles twinned with the Hungarian city 
of Gid, whose mayor, Laszl6 Bognar, is MIEP’s vice- 
president, but Mégret met Csurka at an international 
meeting in Austria, organised last year by the right-wing 
extremist weekly Zur Zeit. 

In 2002, MIEP experienced a number of electoral 
disappointments. On 7 April it lost all its seats in 
the Hungarian Parliament after polling less than 5%. 
Later that month, the referendum on joining the EU, in 
which 83.76% of a 45.6% turnout voted in favour, 
pushed MIEP further into retreat. 

MIEP is, of course, very hostile to joining the EU, as is 
Ern6é Razgonyi, the leader of the Hungarian National 
Front, a new group resulting from a split in MIEP, 
who has been prophesying that entry into the EU will 
“reduce Hungarians to slaves”. Nevertheless, Hungary’s 
entry, like that of the other east European countries, 
could yet turn into reality the FN’s dream of setting up 
and controlling a nationalist group in the European 
Parliament. Such a move would make it possible for 
the FN not only to augment its international audience 
but also to fill its cash box, thanks to the subsidies 
granted to recognised parliamentary groups in the 
European Parliament. 

However, forming a group would give rise to 
problems that are not easily solved, not least the 
difficulty of forming harmonious relations between 
nationalists who represent conflicting national 
interests. Parties might well share common racist 
attitudes to immigration but agreement on agricultural 
policy would turn out to be a very different ball game. 

While a “brown international” led by Le Pen is an 
unlikely prospect even tomorrow, the politics of ultra- 
nationalism are nevertheless here to stay. 
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“Combat 18” raided 
From Enough is Enough in Kiel 


POLICE IN SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN and Lower Saxony have 
carried out a series of raids against a German group that 
modelled itself on the British nazi terror group Combat 18. 

Three hundred police searched more than 50 private 
addresses and “meeting places” in Kiel, Hamburg, 
Rendsburg, NeumUnster and Pinneberg, arresting several 
people belonging to a group calling itself Combat 18- 
Pinneberg. 

During the raids on 28 October, police found proof that 
the group had bought weapons from Peter Borchert, 
chairman of the Schleswig-Holstein branch of the 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands (NPD) until 
eight weeks ago and who is charged with running a 
“flourishing” trade in illegal weapons. 

Police have since uncovered evidence indicating that the 
nazis had planned to put Combat 18-Pinneberg on a 
nationwide footing. They found the group had systematically 
gathered information on politicians, trade unionists, Jewish 
people and police officers to target them for attack and had 
acquired bomb-making instructions and firearms. 

The 30-strong organisation is almost identical to a group 
that previously called itself Kameradschaft Pinneberg. Its 
activities included selling hate music CDs from the outlawed 
Blood and Honour network and putting pressure on right- 
wing CD merchandisers, to “donate” to the nazi cause. 

Police have described Combat 18-Pinneberg as a 
“replacement organisation” for Blood and Honour. Its leader, 
Klemens Otto, and his henchman, Marco Héncke, were both 
members of Blood and Honour before it was banned three 


Commander fired for antisemitism 
By Graeme Atkinson 


GENERAL REINHARD GUNZEL, commander of the elite 
KSK special forces of the German Army, the Bundeswehr, 
has been sacked for supporting a conservative politician 
who made antisemitic comments. 

Giinzel came under fire after writing a letter of 
support for Martin Hohmann, a Christian Democratic 
Union MP former policeman and army major, who said 
in a speech that Jews could be seen as a “race of 
perpetrators” for alleged crimes against civilians during 
the 1917 Russian Revolution. 

Hohmann compared what he claimed was bloodshed 
orchestrated by Jews during the Russian Revolution with 
the Nazi Holocaust, declaring that Jews were active in 
the Bolshevik leadership and Soviet secret police firing 
squads. Although he has apologised, Hohmann now 
faces expulsion from the CDU after fierce public 
protests at his outburst. 

Giinzel, 59, a career soldier, rose through the ranks 
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years ago and their groups have often used Combat 18 and 
Blood and Honour symbols. 

Borchert, Otto and Héncke are being held in custody but 
it is still unclear whether Borchert was directly involved in 
the Pinneberg organisation. Otto, who works in NeumUnster 
at a Hells Angels tattoo shop, is known to have contact with 
the criminal red light scene. The arrested nazis are likely to 
be charged with belonging to a criminal gang. 

Meanwhile, 11 nazis arrested in Munich in September 
are to be formally charged with forming a terrorist group. 
The federal prosecutor's office in Karlsruhe expects to file 
the indictments early next year. The 11, all members of 
Kameradschaft Std, led by Munich-based Martin Wiese, 
27, are accused of amassing weapons and explosives to 
commit violent attacks. They intended to “remove the 
existing social order with the aim of establishing a dictator- 
ship of National Socialist orientation,” a prosecutor’s office 
spokesman said. 

Wiese and his gang were intending to bomb a Jewish 
centre and synagogue currently under construction in 
central Munich and kill the German President Johannes Rau 
and Jewish community leaders. They abandoned their plans 
in the face of police surveillance. 

When police raided members of the gang in September 
they found 14kg of explosive material, including 1.7kg of 
TNT. The explosives had been bought in Poland and tested 
in small blasts 

Wiese’s group also carried out weekly paramilitary 
exercises in forests near Munich. It is firmly believed that 
Kameradschaft SUd was desperate to emulate the nazis 
who bombed the Munich Oktoberfest beer festival in 
September 1980, killing 13 people and wounding 210, 
many of them seriously. 


after joining the army as a paratrooper and has headed 
the KSK, the equivalent of the British SAS, for three 
years. In his letter to Hohmann, he praised him for 
“an excellent speech ... of a kind only seldom read or 
heard in this nation’, adding “with your words, you are 
speaking for the soul of the majority of our people”. 

In 1997, Giinzel attracted opprobrium as commander 
of the army base at Schneeberg, where it emerged that 
his soldiers were making violent, nazi videos. He was 
rapidly transferred but not, it appears, demoted. 
Announcing Giinzel’s dismissal on 4 November, Peter 
Struck, Germany’s Defence Minister, attacked the 
general’s “abstruse and confused” opinions but insisted 
that the case was an isolated one. 

This was sharply contradicted, however, by the former 
chief of the Bundeswehr’s own Institute for Social 
Sciences, Detlef Bald, who told the Cologne newspaper, 
the Stadt Anzeiger, that men like Giinzel were not 
isolated cases in the armed forces. “The enlightened 
political culture of Germany is defamed as ‘left-wing’ in 
the Bundeswehr. There are link-ups in the Bundeswehr 
among people holding such views,” he commented. 





Former PM warns against 
extreme-right power 

From Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy 
Wiecej (Never Again) in Warsaw 


THE FORMER PRIME MINISTER of Poland has publicly 
warned the Polish government that the extreme right 
could come to power in the country, which will join the 
EU on 1 May 2004. “The mainstream right-wing poses 
no serious alternative [to the current social democratic 
government], but the nationalist radical option is 
likely,” Jozef Oleksy told a press conference in Katowice 
on 4 November. Oleksy, now a leading member of the 
ruling Democratic Left Alliance (Sojusz Lewicy 
Demokratycznej), also urged the government to get its 
act together and regain public support if this nightmare 
scenario is to be avoided. 

Oleksy’s remarks come in the context of an ongoing 
political offensive by the far-right League of Polish 
Families (Liga Polskich Rodzin - LPR). The LPR is now the 
main extreme right-wing organisation at the par- 
liamentary level. Formed shortly before the September 
2001 elections, it achieved an unexpected breakthrough 
gaining 7.9% of the vote and some 40 MPs. According to 
opinion polls, its support has almost doubled since then. 

The LPR claims to continue the tradition of the pre- 
war endecja, the nationalist movement of the early 20th 
century which subscribed to a mono-ethnic idea of 
nationhood based on a single religious denomination, 
Roman Catholicism, and a homogenous national 
culture. The endecja nationalists were excluded from 
power for the greater part of the 1918-1939 period but 
enjoyed massive support, not least from influential 
sections of the Catholic Church. Over the years, the 
pre-war nationalist movement became increasingly 
radical, anti-democratic and aggressive towards 
Poland’s Jewish minority. 

Today’s LPR is equally prone to antisemitism. 
Its flagrant use of it in parliamentary debates has 
prompted numerous intellectuals, artists and other 
public figures to sign several open letters protesting at 








the behaviour of LPR MPs. The LPR’s youth wing, 
All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez Wszechpolska) is largely 
composed of racist skinheads and has organised 
concerts of extreme-right rock bands such as Twierdza 
(The Fortress). 

Many of the LPR’s present leaders have previously 
been active on the militant nationalist fringe, for 
example, the young lawyer Roman Giertych, who is 
continuing a family tradition of extreme right-wing 
politics. Giertych’s father, Professor Maciej Giertych, is 
also an LPR MP, while his grandfather, Jedrzej Giertych, 
was a radical leader and ideologue of the 1930s endecja, 
notorious for his obsessive antisemitism and open 
admiration of fascism. 

Jedrzej Giertych is officially recognised as one of the 
main ideological influences on today’s All-Polish Youth 
which has just celebrated his centenary. The Giertychs 
brought the political infrastructure of the previously 
marginal National Party (Stronnictwo Narodowe) into 
the LPR with them. 

One of the founders and leaders of the LPR is 
Professor Ryszard Bender, a historian at the Catholic 
University of Lublin and a former MP in the Communist 
parliament of the 1980s. In 2000, he publicly defended 
the convicted Holocaust denier Dariusz Ratajczak and 
himself denied that Auschwitz was a death camp, 
precipitating a national scandal. During the 2001 
election campaign Bender featured in LPR television 
broadcasts denying the facts of the Jedwabne pogrom of 
1941, in which Poles murdered Jews, and accusing 
President Aleksander Kwasniewski, who had taken part 
in a commemoration ceremony at Jedwabne in July 
2001, of bowing to “Jewish interest groups”. 

The LPR has been able to position itself as the main 
party of opposition to Polish membership of the EU and 
increasingly capitalises on the fears of the more 
conservative sections of society in the face of impending 
European integration. Initially, it drew its strength 
primarily from the support it enjoyed from Radio 
Maryja, a mass audience Catholic nationalist radio 
station set up by Father Tadeusz Rydzyk. Radio Maryja 
regularly features antisemitic broadcasts and the Polish 
Episcopate has disciplined it several times, with little 
apparent result. 

In one memorable broadcast Rydzyk likened 
members of the anti-fascist Never Again Association, 
Searchlight’s Polish sister organisation, to “mongrel dogs 
who piss on everything”. Radio Maryja’s activities are 
largely funded by donors from Polish communities 
abroad, especially in the USA. 

Since autumn 2002, the LPR has 
gradually lost the support of Rydzyk 
who apparently no longer trusts the 
party’s leaders. Nevertheless, the party 
continues to attract new followers, 
including two MPs who recently 
defected from the Polish Peasant Party 
(Polskie Stronnictwo Ludowe). 

Given the weakness of the current 
left-of-centre government of Leszek 
Miller, which does not even have a 
parliamentary majority, a national 
election could be called at any 
moment. If Miller lost, a possible 
coalition with the populist party Self- 
Defence (Samoobrona) could give the 
LPR a share in the future government 
of Poland and turn Oleksy’s concerns 
into awful reality. 


Members of 
the LPR’s 
youth wing in 
the city of 
Leszno 
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STATESIDE 


Regionalism killed the Northwest 
Coalition, just as it gave it birth 








A commentary by Leonard Zeskind 


ON CHRISTMAS EVE 1985, the Goldmark family suffered 
a brutal attack by an intruder as they celebrated the 
holiday in their Seattle home. The mother, father and 
both children died horribly. The assailant, a deranged 
denizen of white supremacist habitats haunted by 
antisemitic conspiracy theories, believed the family to be 
both Jewish and communist. They were neither. 
Across Washington State's Puget Sound, the event set off 
feelings of bone-gnashing anguish and consternation at 
the continued threat of racist and antisemitic violence. 
Many area residents believed the most recent era of 
Ku Klux Klan and neo-Nazi insurgence to have been 
quelled by vigorous, if belated, government prosecution. 

Indeed, just a couple of days before the murders, ten 
members of an Aryanist band of bank robbers and 
killers known as the Order were convicted of 
racketeering by a Seattle jury, sitting in a courthouse just 
a short drive from the Goldmark home. The Order was 
not a Seattle phenomenon. It had drawn members from 
across the country. Its founder had lived in the east of 
Washington State, on the border with Idaho. But his 
previous primary affiliation had been with the National 
Alliance, which then had its headquarters in a 
Washington DC suburb. In addition to the National 
Alliance, the Order’s leading cadre had come from 
Southern Klan-style groups, Midwestern Christian 
Identity camps and Aryan Nations. Nevertheless, in 
states bordering Aryan Nations’ campground 
headquarters tucked away in the North Idaho forests, 
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many people believed the gang to be a peculiarly 
Northwestern regional phenomenon. 

Regional concerns were compounded by news 
delivered to a November 1985 Inter-State Task Force on 
Human Rights meeting in a small town on the 
Washington-Idaho border. While the Seattle rackete- 
ering trial was still in progress, a gathering in Michigan 
of white supremacists from the Midwest and South had 
discussed an “out-trek” of activists to the Northwest. 
Although not all the Aryanists had agreed, a determined 
group within was pushing to create a white republic out 
of five states in the Pacific Northwest. 

These events tripped into action a determined group of 
progressives in Seattle, and in February 1986, 350 gathered 
under the banner “Hands Off My Neighbor’, a slogan self- 
consciously adapted from the fight in France against the 
Front National. Although most participants came from 
the Seattle area, several had travelled from across the 
mountains in Idaho and eastern Washington, where 
residents were forming local task forces aimed at curbing 
Aryan Nations. Also present at that influential moment 
were long-time activists and leaders from the South and 
the Midwest; and they brought messages based on 
campaigns against white supremacist activity there. 

Over the next months and years, opposition to Aryan 
Nations and its white republic grew across the region. 
Local “task forces” formed in communities large 
and small. A state “network” started in Montana and 
eventually became one of the most innovative (and stable) 
organisations of its kind. Of particular interest was the 
Northwest Coalition Against Malicious Harassment 
(NWCAMH), which adopted a regional approach. 

The Pacific Northwest does not have the same kind of 
regional identity as the American South, which seems 
forever marked by the Confederate secession almost 150 
years ago. Yet, the states of Washington, Oregon, 
Montana and Idaho share similar histories of settlement 
by Europeans. And along with Wyoming, the fifth state 
claimed by Aryanists, vast tracts remain rural and 
sparsely populated. (Wyoming sports fewer than 
500,000 people on a landmass the size of the United 
Kingdom.) Outside the Pacific Coast’s multiracial 
metroplexes, the population of the interior is 
overwhelmingly white, and Native American Indians 
constitute the largest so-called minority group. 

The newly emergent Northwest Coalition’s purview 
mirrored that of Aryan Nations. The Aryans claimed five 
states for their white republic. The Coalition countered 


with its own regional organising project. Aryan Nations 
aimed to pull away from mainstream society. 
The Coalition embraced both law enforcement and 
community groups, and governors in each of the states 
appointed a representative to serve on its governing 
board. Aryan Nations served as a seedbed for criminal 
violence. The Coalition adopted a name straight out of 
the law books: “malicious harassment” was a specific 
type of criminal behaviour, with limited political 
meaning. And when the Coalition opened an office in 
Seattle, it chose a director closely identified with 
opposition to Aryan Nations. Bill Wassmuth had been a 
Catholic priest in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, when his rectory 
was bombed in 1986 by Aryans hoping to silence him. 
And when he left the priesthood and moved to Seattle, 
his personage became closely identified with the 
Northwest Coalition Against Malicious Harassment. 
In the public mind the two became virtually one. 

After a band of skinheads beat an Ethiopian 
immigrant to death on the streets of Portland in 
November 1988, opposition to white supremacist 
activity percolated from a slightly different direction. 
Under the name Coalition for Human Dignity (CHD), a 
more anti-establishment group came together without 
the trappings of official approval. And while the 
governing board included middle-aged trade unionists, 
academics and progressive movement veterans, the 
core group was a generation younger and closely 
identified with youth-oriented social movements. 

In contrast to the NWCAMH, the CHD included 
opposition to Christian Right — but not explicitly white 
supremacist — movements roiling through the political 
terrain. As a result, when measures to circumscribe the 
civil rights of gay men and lesbians emerged, CHD 
activists thoroughly researched the right-wing 
organisations behind the action. This aggressive approach 
to studying the political landscape and investigating the 
opposition took on a broader regional aspect, and soon 
local and state organisations began relying on the 
Portlanders for inside up-to-date information. 

Over time, the CHD smoothed off its more counter- 
cultural edges and began cooperating closely with 
the Northwest Coalition. The NWCAMH, for its part, 
began adopting a broader programmatic perspective. 
For example, after a period of internal debate, it 
included issues related to civil rights for gay men and 
lesbians. By the time the militia movement and 
common law court phenomenon exploded across the 
Northwest in the mid-1990s, the NWCAMH was relying 
heavily upon CHD research and the approach of the two 
groups differed more in nuance than in principle. 

The campaign against the militia seemed to change both 
the CHD and NWCAMH. As the militia became the most 
vibrant and fastest growing force at that end of the political 
landscape, it supplanted the danger posed by Aryan 
Nations, which had, in fact, already entered a period of 
decline. Along with Aryan Nations, the idea of a five-state 
white republic also began to ebb. Although militia groups 
were particularly strong in the Northwest, especially in 
Montana, most of the regional distinctiveness of its white 
supremacist movement faded as well. Instead of trying to 
create a separate society and eschewing the trappings of 
the mainstream, militiamen posed as “neighbourhood 
watchdogs” and sought to put a footprint in city councils 


ever closer together. And as the militia too began to fade 
under pressure from public opposition and government 
prosecutions, the two groups began talking about 
merger. Following Wassmuth’s retirement, in the year 
2000 the two nominally became one: the Northwest 
Coalition for Human Dignity. 

It was an uneasy merger, and compounding the 
inevitable difficulties of marrying two different 
organisational cultures, a series of complex (and 
unnecessary) internecine battles erupted among staff 
and board members. Further eroding the new 
organisation's viability, an over-inflated budget soon 
gave way to sharp cutbacks in income and spending. 
As Searchlight goes to press, the Northwest Coalition has 
entered the final stages of dissolution. Finger-pointing, 
a final sign of political misdirection, has already started, 
as some campaigners seek to blame others whom they 
embraced just months before. 

The news of NWCHD’s pending demise has caused a 
few Aryanists to gloat. It shouldn't. Two dozen local task 
forces remain in the region, and the Montana Human 
Rights Network and others continue to push back against 
white supremacist activity as well as the Christian Right. 
In fact, the NWCHD was more the victim of its own 
successes than of any failure of personnel or lack of 
money. It defeated the “white republic” crowd in local 
community after local community. And when a Southern 
Poverty Law Center lawsuit finally took away Aryan 
Nations’ campground headquarters, the battle for the 
public’s mind had already been won long before. 
Militiamen still lurk in a few backwoods bivouacs, but 
they no longer draw hundreds of angry white men to 
meeting halls on the town square. As the white 
supremacist terrain has shifted, the danger in the Pacific 
Northwest has become much like the problems faced 
elsewhere. While some regional distinctness remains, 
particularly on issues of Native treaty rights, the need for 
a particularly five or six-state “Northwest” organisation 
has disappeared. Nevertheless, it would be as wrong 
today as it was on Christmas Day 1985 to conclude that 
the danger had passed. 

In the months and years to come, new battles will be 
fought against white nationalism and Christian 
nationalism. Killers like the one who attacked the 
Goldmark family will continue to draw from the vast 
reservoir of racism stored nationally just under the skin 
of polite society. Vanguardists like those who joined the 
Order will be drawn again from North Carolina and 
Michigan. New battles will be fought over immigrant 
rights and affirmative action. Gun groups will pose 
anew as defenders of the American Way. Reproductive 
rights for women will remain on a precarious edge. 
And coming attractions such as Mel Gibson’s movie on 
the crucifixion will inflame again the passions of 
antisemitism. These problems will not disappear in 
Idaho until vanquished also in Illinois. Those fighting 
the good fight in Montana will need the sustenance of 
those in Mississippi. This is a countrywide fight, and it 
must be fought at a countrywide level. 

The Northwest Coalition for Human Dignity may have 
been unable to transform itself and face the new battles 
ahead. But the democratic-minded impulse that created 
it remains rock steady. 


Leonard Zeskind has worked with human rights groups of every sort 
in the Northwest, and he served on boards of both the Coalition for 
Human Dignity in Portland and the Northwest Coalition for Human 
Dignity in Seattle. His November 1985 talk to an interstate meeting 
was the first to disclose Aryan plans to create a Northwest Republic. 


and state legislatures. The battles under way in Washington 
State, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming looked much 
like the same battles in the other 45 states. 

The militia’s growth and the battle for the political 
middle ground also pushed the NWCAMH and CHD 
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Police target nazi Odinist sect 


From Tor Bach and Lise Apfelblum in Oslo 


THE POLICE SECURITY SERVICE in Norway has 
launched a drive to smash Tore Wilhelm Tvedt’s nazi 
psycho sect, Vigrid. After a long period of investigation 
of the sect, including all its members and sympathisers, 
the police are now striking at its structures. 

Officers will knock on the doors of all the youngsters 
who have participated in Tvedt’s bizarre initiation 
ceremonies and talk to them and their parents. 
Their plan is to monitor each affected youngster closely 
over a long period in cooperation with parents and 
other agencies. 

According to information obtained by Searchlight’s 
Norwegian sister magazine Monitor, the police have 
already managed to gather a huge amount of valuable 
information about the sect’s inner life and workings 
from shocked youngsters. Parents have also realised that 
their children have been involved with something that 
could destroy their lives and, crucially, criminal activity 
has been revealed. 

Tvedt claims that he was appointed as the prophet of 
the ancient Norse god Odin during an incident in which 
Odin “revealed himself” to him in 1997. Tvedt, who 
spent the last couple of years before embarking on his 
prophetic career in France and Belgium, had already 
had contact with Norwegian nazis a long time before 
Odin turned up. 

His first attempt to form his own nazi group was the 
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Oslo-based Bootboys thug squad. But the young 
boneheads he managed to recruit objected to his ban on 
alcohol and soon split with him. This left Tvedt free to 
run his other pet outfit, the so-called Association for 
True History, set up to smear Norwegian war veterans 
and Jews and to spread all the usual rubbish denying the 
Holocaust. 

His latest venture, Vigrid, first saw the light of 
day in 1998. In publishing one of Europe’s weirdest 
nazi rags, Tvedt quickly demonstrated the distance of 
his organisation even from the nazi mainstream. 
His magazine contained pictures of scantily dressed 
“valkyries” in steel underwear and interminable articles 
about alleged Jewish plots to destroy the white race. 

When Tvedt found a hexagram in the logo of Norway’s 
biggest brewery, he took it as the ultimate evidence of a 
Jewish master plan to destroy white people by poisoning 
them with alcohol. Similar findings in the watermarks of 
Norwegian banknotes and passports only made him 
even more ecstatic in his ravings about the “world 
Jewish conspiracy”. 










Anxious to spread this garbage, Tvedt soon cottoned 
on to the fact that the young people he so desperately 
wanted to recruit would hardly be impressed by an 
elderly man who could only moan on about Jewish 
plans to conquer the world. He therefore started to 
conduct strange ceremonies in which he baptised and 
confirmed people in the name of Odin. Swinging a huge 
wooden hammer of Thor, Tvedt pronounces his 
blessings and presents his young followers with knives 
after the ceremony. 

Knives and other weaponry seem to fascinate Tvedt. 
He has appeared on television to demonstrate how he 
practises axe fighting every time he goes for a walk, and 
on his website urges young Norwegians always to carry 
a knife when they leave home. 

Vigrid also arranges paintball training that looks far 
more like a paramilitary exercise than innocent play. 
It is this part of Vigrid’s activity that most concerns 
the police. A police security service spokesman says 
there is a fear that Vigrid activists might commit serious 
crimes. According to Tvedt, who wants to expel Jews 
from Norway, this is not a problem. He recently stated in 
an interview that he would not be sorry if members of 
his group caused damage to people he does not want in 
the country. 

He himself is not unfamiliar with violence. When a 14- 
year-old girl had a schoolyard quarrel with his daughter, 
Tvedt chased her, punched her hard in the face and 
threatened to send his nazi playmates after her. 

During a raid on his home, police found a sawn-off 
shotgun. Tvedt is also the only person in Norway to have 
been given a prison sentence for inciting racial hatred. 

Tvedt’s family now refuses to have any contact with 
the self-proclaimed prophet and his daughter has gone 
public on the front page of Verdens Gang, Norway's 
largest newspaper, to demand that something be done 
to stop her nazi father. According to her, Tvedt raved 
about entering a mosque loaded with dynamite and 
blowing himself and the building sky high. 

The likelihood of a bout of infighting and tension 
within Vigrid is probably quite high, thanks to the police 
intervention. Many Vigrid members are very young, 
some only 14 years old, and some have apparently 
started to react to the strange way in which the 60-year- 
old Tvedt drools over the young girls in his group, 
describing them as sexy and praising their physical 
attributes. There have also been complaints about 
Tvedt’s second-in-command, Torgrim Bredesen who, 
according to some of the younger members, has a much 
more aggressive approach than Tvedt. 

It is not the first time the police have knocked on the 
doors of Tvedt’s followers. In a smaller operation two 
years ago, the police managed to peel off a large number 
of youngsters from Vigrid and recruit several informers. 
At that time, Tvedt tried to hide from the police, who 
wanted to serve him with a subpoena, and concocted a 
lunatic fairy tale claiming that the police planned to 
eliminate him on behalf of “ZOG”, nazi-speak for 
“Zionist Occupation Government”. While the police are 
probably infinitely more concerned about the young 
children brainwashed by Tvedt than any hare-brained 
notion of killing him, there is a possibility that he soon 
will spend some time in prison. 

He has still not served his sentence for inciting racial 
hatred and the police might find it easier to follow up the 
prophet’s young followers with the prophet himself tucked 
up safely behind bars. Should that happen, Tvedt might 
well leave prison with a deeper understanding of the old 
truth that nobody becomes a prophet in his own country. 


“COUNT” 


RECAPTURED 


From S Henriksen for Monitor, Bergen 





A NAZI SERVING 21 years in prison for a series of 
satanist church fires and a murder in the early 
1990s failed to return to the minimum security 
prison holding him after being given 17 hours leave 
of absence. 

Varg Vikernes, dubbed “The Count”, had been 
transferred from a higher security prison into a 
rehabilitation programme that prepares inmates 
for their return to society, among other things by 
permitting them to work in regular jobs. 

Vikernes, who denounced his previous satanist 
beliefs after a period in prison and instead 
embraced Norse gods and nazism, has tried to 
escape before. According to the police, a group of 
nazis headed by Tom Kimmo Eiternes tried to free 
the Count some years ago after his mother paid 
them £10,000. Nine people were arrested and 
dynamite and military-style uniforms were seized. 

Vikernes ran the notorious hate group, the Norsk 
Hedensk Front (Norwegian Heathen Front), from his 
prison cell with the prison listed as its official 
address. The NHF’s programme advocates the 
killing of the chronically ill (which for the NHF 
includes homosexuals) and takes nazi race 
theories to their extremes. Vikernes has continued 
to write and publish racist and nazi material and 
propaganda from his cell. 

After leaving prison in a BMW, bought by one of 
his fellow convicts a week before his leave, 
Vikernes hid out in a forest cabin. According to his 
mother, he left his woodland sanctuary after some 
local elk hunters scared him off. 

While he was looking for a new hiding place, he 
spotted a family out teaching their 16-year-old 
daughter to drive. According to the family, Vikernes 
appeared in a roadside ditch and hijacked their car 
at gunpoint. But his escape attempt was shortlived 
and he was recaptured when two police patrol cars 
carrying armed officers rammed the stolen car, 
thwarting any further attempts to flee. 

It was later reported that Vikernes had been in 
possession of a Heckler & Koch AG3 assault rifle, 
a gas mask, tear gas, cellular telephones, a Global 
Positioning System and camouflage clothing, all 
stored in the cabin he had abandoned. The find 
suggested that he had benefited from some 
outside help, because such rifles are hard to come 
by, especially in prison. This particular rifle, it soon 
emerged, was stolen from an armoury 14 years ago 
and a police team is investigating who, on the 
outside, might have assisted his escape attempt. 

Vikernes now faces new charges, among them 
grievous robbery for threatening the family at 
gunpoint and hijacking their car in a bid to abscond 
from Norway. There is also the issue of the stolen 
weapon. These new charges, if proven, could land 
the self-styled “Count” in prison for another 10 to 
12 years. 
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Former magistrate faces court 


From Wim Haelsterman for Résistances/AFF-Verzet in Brussels 


MARGUERITE BASTIEN, the founder and former president 
of the extreme right-wing Front Nouveau de Belgique 
(FNB), is to be prosecuted for “instigating racism”. The 
case against her was filed by the Centre for Equal 
Opportunities and Opposition to Racism, which is the 
government anti-racist institute, and the Belgian Human 
Rights League. Notorious for being the most impulsive 
loudmouth in the Francophone extreme right in Brussels, 
Bastien is accused of being responsible for spreading 
racist propaganda in the city. 

Bastien, 53, was a successful magistrate until eight 
years ago when she became a federal MP for the Belgian 
Front National (FN). In September 1995, barely three 
months after her election, she was excluded from the party 
when a huge row broke out with the FN president Daniel 
Féret about “party finances”, the chaotic organisation of 
the FN in general and the “despotic behaviour” of the 
president in particular. 

After Bastien’s exclusion, Féret moaned that the party had 
no longer been able to tolerate her multiple contacts with 
obscure nazi groups. In reality, what he could not tolerate 
was her enormous ambition and her plans to reorganise the 
party completely, probably without him. 

Early in 1996, Bastien started to exact political revenge 
on Féret by forming her own political party taking exactly the 
same name and logo (the tricolour flame) as the party that 
had excluded her. Needless to say, this move generated 
immense confusion but also attracted the media attention 
Bastien and her supporters wanted. 

This factional conflict is not the first that the “old” FN has 
had to deal with. Since its formation in 1985, the party has 
survived around 20 serious internal feuds. To the surprise of 
many inside and outside the shadowy world of the Belgian 
extreme right, the party has even won its private battles with 
rival extreme right-wing parties such as the Parti des Forces 
Nouvelles and Agir. This is all the more surprising because 
the FN has always lacked, and still lacks, everything a 
proper political party needs. 

The battle with Bastien, however, is certainly the FN’s 
most important fight to date. After she announced her 
plans for the creation of a new and “serious” FN, she 
quickly received the support of a variety of extreme right- 
wing organisations and personalities, all seemingly 
attracted by her style and reported charisma and 
motivated by a common hatred for the old FN. As a result, 
the first political bureau of Bastien’s FN was an amusing 
ragbag of several different right-wing perspectives and 
tendencies, including far-right monarchists, disciples of the 
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New Right, Christian fundamentalists, nazi activists and 
fans of ultra-liberalism. 

What united this hotchpotch was that they all shared the 
same predictable racist views on themes such as 
“criminality” and “immigration”. Despite its supposedly 
“multicultural composition” and its lust for revenge against 
the old FN, which has considerably weakened the position 
of the Francophone extreme right in Belgium, the new FN 
soon received “official recognition” from Jean-Marie Le Pen, 
the boss of the much bigger French FN. 

Le Pen, like many others on the Francophone far right, 
never really liked the Belgian FN and Féret’s political 
adventurism caused some observers to speculate that he 
might be an agent of Belgian state security trying to 
destabilise the Belgian extreme right. 

It was not long after its launch before Bastien’s 
organisation experienced “difficulties and tensions” 
identical to those that regularly erupt in Féret’s outfit. 
It soon became clear that the various tendencies that 
had joined Bastien preferred, above all else, to fight 
each other. The new FN also lost its legal battle with the 
old party for the use of the Front National name, as a 
result of which it became the Front Nouveau de Belgique 
(New Belgian Front). 

Endless internal strife, and a consequent lack of success 
in the 1999 and 2000 elections, has further undermined 
Bastien’s position although she was one of the few FNB 
candidates to get elected in 1999. In August 2002, 
Bastien finally quit the party, fed up with growing criticism 
of her position in the by then rapidly shrinking FNB ranks. 
Despite this, she has retained her seat as an “independent” 
in the Brussels parliament, although she rarely attends 
parliamentary sessions because she lives “in exile” 
in France. 

The May 2003 elections were catastrophic for the 
remnants of the FNB. Not one candidate of this headless 
party was elected and its overall 
result — under 1% of the total 
vote — was a joke. In contrast, 
the FN, its bitter rival, made a 
spectacular comeback onto the 
Belgian political arena. 

It looks very unlikely that 
the FNB will continue much 
longer and the future of 
Bastien’s political career may 
well depend on the outcome of 
her prosecution. 





The outright nazi on whom Berlusconi relies 


Alfio Bernabei 


FASCISTS AND NEO-FASCISTS have taken control of 
hundreds of local and regional council seats up and 
down the country. The trend began after Silvio 
Berlusconi catapulted fascists into ministerial posts in 
1994 and has spread ever since. 

Chieti, near Rome, provides an example of a town run 
by a duly elected fascist mayor. Nicola Cucullo recently 
made headlines when he came close to having to resign 
over a controversial policy decision. But the local 
representatives of Gianfranco’s Fini’s National Alliance 
and Berlusconi’s Forza Italia promptly resolved the 
issue to enable him to continue to represent the town. 
And what a representative. “I am a real fascist” he says 
“if there is a real fascists, that’s me!” 

Cucullo’s political roots are with Movimento Sociale 
Italiano (MSI) Fiamma Tricolore, whose leading figure 
for many years was Pino Rauti, a former volunteer in 
Mussolini’s Salo Republic, co-founder of FAR (Direct 
action), founder of Ordine Nuovo (New Order) and a 
suspect in a string of terrorist acts. So staunchly fascist is 
Cucullo that when in 1995 Fini changed MSI into the 
National Alliance in a tactical move to widen his 
electoral support, Cucullo stood firm with the die-hard 
wing of Fiamma Tricolore (Tricolour Flame). “I am a 
fascist,” he said, “I have no other choice but to stick to 
the roots of real fascism”. 

He might as well have said Nazism. He told a 
newspaper: “Hitler was the most intelligent person 
in the whole world. The Germans made a mistake. 
They should have fried all the Jews”. He was sued and 
put on trial but acquitted. “It came to nothing” he joked 
“ but it cost me 72 million lira in lawyers fees”. 

Cucullo made headlines again three years ago 
when Italy’s gay movement rejected pressure from the 
Church and regional authorities to cancel their gay 
pride march in Rome that coincided with the Pope's 
jubilee celebrations. He told a newspaper, “Should 
gays dare enter Chieti they will be attacked and raped by 
real males’. 

The Wall Street Journal mentioned the case in 2001 
when Berlusconi’s party made election pacts with 
fascists such as Cucullo to ensure victories for the right 
in several towns. These pacts were successful, 
particularly in southern Italy, and received the support 
of Rauti himself. 

So it is no wonder that last month, when Cucullo 
found himself in a spot of trouble, the local 
representatives of Forza Italia and National Alliance 


renewed their confidence in him. In the 2005 elections, 
both Berlusconi and Fini will need the support of 
true fascists like Cucullo up and down the country. It is 
in their interest to maintain a mutually beneficial 
relationship. 

Fini, currently deputy premier, will sooner or later 
want to take Berlusconi’s place. To facilitate his chances 
he needs the help of Azione Giovani (Youth Action), the 
youth wing of his National Alliance party. The links on 
Azione Giovani’s websites are revealing and as one 
might expect, fascist sympathies are on display. One link 
connects with the Foundation of Julius Evola, one of 
Mussolini’s leading intellectuals. Another leads to Ezra 
Pound, who wrote fascist propaganda. Another centres 
on Giorgio Almirante, a key official in Mussolini’s nazi 
fascist Sald Republic, co-founder of the MSI and the 
man who chose Fini as his successor. One website even 
pays homage to “our dead’, referring to extreme right 
wing militants killed by police anti-terrorist actions. 

Azione Giovani is active in every town in Italy 
and puts on myriads of political and cultural events. 
Last September in Massa Carrara, Tuscany, a rock 
concert was organised to demand the abolition of the 
Mancino laws that forbid antisemitic and racist acts. 
The band invited to perform was Ddt. The acronym 
identifies the law that forbids the reorganisation of the 
fascist party, a law that Ddt wants abolished. The lyrics 
of Ddt’s songs are unmistakeably fascists. “Oh you old 
partisan, you will never be able to erase the memory 
of Mussolini’s Sald Republic”, “My fascism dates back 
from 1919” (the year Mussolini set up the Fasci di 
combattimento) and so on. 

So much for the youth wing of Fini’s party. 

Fini himself is too busy acquiring international 
credibility to bother with fascist propaganda on 
websites or the pro-fascist sympathies displayed by 
representatives of the National Alliance. In an attempt to 
sweep aside his 27 years as a fascist, he has persistently 
courted the Israeli government seeking an invitation to 
visit Jerusalem. He believes that the Israeli stamp on his 
passport would make him more acceptable as an 
interlocutor at European level. Now the Israeli 
government has finally decided to give him a big 
welcome. In a cryptic reference to the visit, one of 
Azione Giovani’s websites greeted Fini’s success in 
getting the invitation he wanted by printing the word 
“Welcome!” in Hebrew while proclaiming reassuringly 
“the deep roots [of fascism] never die”. 
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By Dr John Coulter 


WHEN THE PHARISEES and other Jewish religious leaders 
pressurised Pontius Pilate, Rome’s Governor in Judaea, to 
have Jesus Christ, the Son of God, crucified at Golgotha, 
little did they realise they would be sowing the seeds of 
modern-day antisemitism. 

There is strong evidence in the Biblical Old Testament of 
an anti-lsraelite agenda pursued by the ancient Egyptians 
and Philistines, but the crucifixion over 2,000 years ago is 
a key historical starting point for anti-Jewish hatred. 

While we can point to fascism having a strong ideological 
basis — Nazism being the most brutal example — a more sinister 
vein in racism is the existence of a religious relationship. In fact, 
a clear fascist faith, or theology, can be identified. 

In this third millennium, Identity Christianity has attempted to 
bridge the theoretical divide between fundamentalist religious 
theology and secular political ideology. There has been 
considerable debate as to whether Identity Christianity — 
particularly its American variations — has succeeded in creating 
an unholy alliance between parts of nationalist socialist 
ideology and hardline Protestant fundamentalist theology. 

Identity Christianity, as the name suggests, finds its 
theological roots in both the New and Old Testaments of the 
King James translation of the Holy Bible. It seeks to push the 
viewpoint that it is religious theology which primarily 
identifies and unites the white race, not antisemitic ideology. 

Firstly, it is necessary to establish that the faith of fascism 
has a spectrum. It begins with the more Biblical extreme 
of the Protestant fundamentalists who take a literal view of 
many of the Old Testament sentiments, for example, the 
destruction of the gay city of Sodom by the Lord’s fire and 
brimstone. It then moves through the historical mystics of 
British Israelism, and ultimately ends with the violent 
expressions of the Identity Christians. 

From here, the faith of fascism leaves the Christian faith and 
heads into the Viking pagan religions, loosely based on Hitler's 
personal interest in, and influence by, Aryan race theory 
occultists. The SS leader Heinrich Himmler appears to have 
had a more obsessive interest in the occult and many SS 
ceremonies were based on Nordic mysticism and occultism. 

The main theological question is how the violent Identity 
Christians find their spiritual inspiration from Jesus Christ, 
who, in his beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, 
expounded the concept, “Blessed are the peacemakers”. 

Two specific Biblical events lay the theological foundations 
for the violent Identity Christianity creed. The first was when 
Christ himself used violence to attack the moneychangers in 
the Temple of God. St Matthew's Gospel in the New 
Testament, Chapter 21, verse 12 states: “And Jesus went 
into the Temple of God and cast out all them that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
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THE FAITH OF FASCISM 


The roots and theology of Identity Christianity 


moneychangers and the seats of those that sold doves.” 

This is the only account where Christ is known to have 
lost his temper and physically attacked his opponents. 
The second event is the words of Jesus on how someone 
can get to heaven, found in St John Chapter 3, verse 16: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 

This is known as the Salvationist position within 
evangelical and Protestant fundamentalism, or more 
quaintly as “turn or burn”. In Northern Ireland’s violent 
communal conflict, Protestant fundamentalists have used 
these twin texts as the bedrock to form armed terror groups 
such as the Ulster Third Force in 1981 and the Ulster 
Resistance Movement in 1986. 

A decade later, this extreme Protestant fundamentalism had 
taken a step closer to violent Identity Christianity. In the 
aftermath of the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 
1998, a dissident loyalist group emerged calling itself the 
Orange Volunteers, which reportedly had its arsenals blessed 
by a “pastor” before it carried out attacks on Catholic property. 

However, the sectarian conflict in Northern Ireland was 
not the birthplace of the fundamentalist fascist theology. 
Its historical roots can be found in the Christian 
fundamentalist Middle Ages with numerous bloody Crusades 
across the Holy Land in which thousands of Muslims were 
butchered under the banner of the Christian Cross. 

While these Crusades, especially those led by King 
Richard the Lionheart, had the political spin of liberating the 
Holy Land from Muslim control, it was always the direct 
action tactics of Jesus in the temple which Crusaders used 
as the justification of their strategy of slaughter. 

Although political fascism did not come effectively to the 
fore until the 20th century, there is strong historical 
evidence to suggest that an entire violent code of action, 
tempered with religious Christian fundamentalism, had 
already been created around this solitary physical act by 
Jesus in the temple. There can be little doubt that the 
modern faith of fascism takes its religious direction from 
this one isolated incident. 

Likewise, it was this same desire to follow a selected, 
isolated action of Jesus which prompted other examples of 
pre-fascist fundamentalism. These include the Puritan witch 
hunts in Britain, the bloody reign of terror by the Spanish 
Inquisition, and the tit-for-tat torture and execution of 
religious martyrs by rival Protestant and Catholic regimes in 
later centuries. 

While the example of Jesus in the temple explains the 
violent roots of fundamentalist fascism, the question still 
remains as to how psychotic antisemitism entered the 


theology. The Old Testament is filled with accounts of the 
Israelite tribes and their battles against the Egyptians and 
Philistines to name two. In this testament, the Israelite Jews 
are described as God’s Chosen People. 

Identity Christianity is founded on the belief that the Jews 
forfeited the right to be called the Chosen People, or Master 
Race, because they were inspirational in having Jesus 
crucified. For Identity Christians, Christ’s death on the Cross 
has led to the creation of a new chosen people, White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestants. 

Another interpretation of the Christian Identity thesis is 
that the white Nordic tribes are really the so-called Lost 
Tribes of Israel, and they became the Chosen People of God 
long before the Crucifixion. This interpretation holds the 
view that the whites are Adamic, that is descended from 
Adam, the Biblical first man created by God, and that 
blacks and other people are pre-Adamic. Under this 
theological view, the Jews are regarded by Identity 
Christianity as a spawn of a union between Eve and Satan 
in the Biblical Garden of Eden. 

While the Ku Klux Klan has its original roots in the post 
American Civil War era of the late 1860s, the organisation 
saw its greatest influence in American society emerge in the 
post Great War and Great Depression years of the 1920s 
and 1930s. The KKK largely targeted three groups: 
Catholics, Jews and Afro-Americans. Klan theology would 
also add in the Biblical prophesies from the New Testament 
book of Revelation, which warned about the emergence of 
both the Anti-Christ and the Whore of Babylon. 

Fundamentalist fascists initially interpreted the Anti-Christ 
to be the Pope as head of the Roman Catholic Church, and 
the Whore to represent any non-white races, especially 
Islam. However, with a rapid increase in the Irish Catholic 
American community in the 20th century, Klan theology 
largely dropped its anti-Catholicism in favour of a more 
openly violent antisemitism. 

To further justify their theological links with Christ’s 
actions in the temple, 20th century fundamentalist fascists 
began to promote one of the European religions known as 
British Israelism. It began in the 1840s and was taken up 
again by Edward Hine in 1871. This held the view that the 
white North European was descended from one of the 12 
tribes of Israel, specifically the tribe of Dan, which had 
travelled west to Europe after the Israelite expulsions from 
Egypt. Moses was hailed in the Bible as the Israelite leader 
who led the tribes out of Egyptian slavery. 

At the heart of British Israelism is still the theological view 
that the white North European is part of a Chosen People of 
God. It was Hitler’s national socialist agenda of violent 
antisemitism that took the fascist faith’s Master Race 
theology to a new level. 

While there is no evidence to suggest that Hitler had ever 
heard of British Israelism or Identity Christianity, the Nazi 
dictator certainly played a major role in defining the 
development of fascism as a religious creed. Hitlerite 
theology effectively replaced British Israelism’s theological 
concept of a link to the Biblical tribes of Israel with the 
Nordic notion of the Ayran Master Race. 

Hitler also indirectly mixed the natural antisemitism of 
such creeds with his own personal interest in the occult and 
the ancient Viking pagan religions. 

Genuine Christian worship in Nazi Germany was replaced 
with idol worship of Hitler himself. Hitler, Himmler and 
Reinhard Heydrich wanted the extermination not just of the 
Jews but also of the Christian faith. This Nazi pagan agenda 
was kept hidden from the German people with cover-ups 
such as the German Reich Church, which sought to 
promote national socialism amongst the existing Protestant 
and Catholic churches in Germany. 


While some German Christian clergy collaborated with 
this Nazi religious agenda, others such as the Protestant 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer remained totally sceptical of 
Hitler's unique early brand of what could loosely be 
described as the German Christian Identity movement. 
Bonhoeffer was known for his support of ecumenism and 
his view of Christianity’s role in a secular society. But his 
involvement in a plot to overthrow Hitler led to his 
imprisonment and execution in 1945. 

Catholicism’s supposed links to Identity Christianity were 
fuelled in the post Second World War era by allegations that 
the Roman Catholic Church with the blessing of the Vatican 
itself colluded with Nazi organisations to help key national 
socialists escape from Allied liberated Europe. 

Although Nazi dabbling with the occult has spawned a 
theological concoction of national socialism and Nordic 
paganism, Identity Christianity based on antisemitism and 
the main political aspirations of fascism continues to be 
viewed as one of the most vocal theologies of the far right. 

In the United States, the Identity Christian movement has 
aligned itself to the right-wing militia, white supremacist, and 
survivalist organisations, which take the executed Oklahoma 
bomber Timothy McVeigh as their modern-day martyr. 
Some Klan groupings, such as the Christian Knights of the 
KKK, still promote the theology of Identity Christianity. 

However, in Europe, and especially after 11 September in 
the US, Identity Christianity is trying to revive the spirit of the 
Middle Eastern Crusades. With Islam numerically threatening 
to replace Christianity as the largest faith in mainland Britain, 
far-right theology is trying to rewrite its Biblical enemies. 

The enlarged European Union is now seen as the 
Anti-Christ, rather than the Pope himself, with the Biblical 
Whore of Babylon now becoming the entire Islamic culture 
in Europe. This year’s war in lraq has been seized upon by 
Identity Christianity as further evidence to promote its 
theology of a hatred of Islam. 

Identity Christianity, like much of Protestant 
fundamentalist thinking, is based on taking selected 
passages from the Bible and using them to justify a political 
stance. Whole sections of Christ’s teachings, such as his 
famous sermon on the Mount in the New Testament where 
he emphasised “blessed are the peace makers”, are 
completely ignored. 

True Evangelical Biblical Christianity is based on Christ’s 
words in St John Chapter 3, verse 16 quoted earlier. Identity 
Christians have misinterpreted this to mean that they are 
the true Chosen People of God, and that the Jews must be 
punished for instigating the crucifixion of Christ. 

In terms of the new millennium fascist theological 
spectrum, the pattern now definitely begins with the strict 
Old Testament interpretation on homosexuality in 
Evangelical Christianity. It progresses to the man-made 
fundamentalist Protestantism of selecting New Testament 
Biblical passages to suit a right-wing agenda, then onto 
justification of the Crusades in British Israelism, before 
completing the journey with the violent antisemitism of full- 
blown Identity Christianity. 

With the issue of paedophile priests threatening to 
financially bankrupt Catholicism, and the debate on gay 
clergy equally threatening to split the worldwide Protestant 
Anglican Communion, there is a real danger that Identity 
Christianity could capitalise on Biblical Christianity’s own 
identity crisis to establish a respectability on the 
mainstream religious spectrum. 

Identity Christians will base their campaign on one 
blunt question: with mainstream Christianity squabbling 
over gay issues, who will take up the cross to confront 
Islam? For the United Kingdom, it seems the Lionheart 
may be roaring again. 


Dr John 
Coulter is 
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World: View 


RUSSIA 


Fascists hitch onto Communist parade 


MORE THAN 10,000 people took to the streets of Moscow, 
on 7 November to commemorate the 86th anniversary of 
the Russian revolution, writes Jean Raymond for Antifa-Net 
in Moscow. The biggest contingent was from the 
Communist Party of the Russian Federation, which is now 
the main opposition to President Vladimir Putin. 

Also marching, however, was a mob of about 200 
members and supporters of Eduard Limonov’s fascist 
National Bolshevik Party (NBP). Carrying flags with stylised 
swastika-like symbols, the NBP’s marchers were generally 
much younger than the mainly elderly Communist 
participants. An attempt by the NBP to plant itself at the 
head of the marchers, who had all been forced to pass 
through police metal detectors, failed but people touting all 
manner of fascist, nationalist and antisemitic literature 
were able to go about their shady business unhindered. 


LATVIA/ESTONIA 


SS memorial condemned 

BERL LAZAR, the Chief Rabbi of Russia, and other 
senior Russian Jewish figures have condemned the 
decision of the Estonian authorities to build a 
monument to Estonians who fought for Nazi Germany 
during the Second World War. “We cannot consider 
such a decision anything else but an attempt to 
rehabilitate and glorify Nazism,”- they declared. 
“Moreover, it is not the first attempt made by the 
Estonian and Latvian authorities.” 

Yevgeny Satanovsky, the President of the Russian 
Jewish Congress, said in an interview with RIA Novosti 
that his organisation had taken “several steps earlier 
this year to prevent the construction of a monument 
to soldiers in SS uniform with rifles pointing at the 
East, bearing an inscription: “To all Estonian soldiers 
who died during the Second Liberation War for 
Fatherland and free Europe. 1940-1945.” Although the 
protests were successful, he added that’ “the attempt 
to erect a monument to Nazi criminals is just a small 
part of the xenophobic policies conducted by Latvia 
and Estonia’. 

The Latvian and Estonian authorities have been 
trying for several years to rehabilitate men from both 
countries who fought in the ranks of Hitler's 
murderous Waffen SS. Satanovsky said: “Each country 
ténds to glorify its heroes. However, if for some people 
SS soldiers are liberators, for the majority they are 
executioners, and there is no excuse for executioners 
... We preserve the memories of those who destroyed 
fascism ... The governments of Latvia and Estonia 
must decide today whether they want to live in Europe 
2003 or in Europe 1939.” 
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DENMARK 


Subsidised nazis 


DANISH TAXPAYERS are being forced continue to subsidise 
a nazi radio station. Radio Oasis is owned by the Danmarks 
Nationalsocialistiske Beveegelse (DNSB), led by the 
convicted violent criminal Jonny Hansen. Radio Oasis, 
which broadcasts the Horst Wessel song and quotes from 
Hitler’s Mein Kampf and other flagrant nazi propaganda, 
receives £8,000 of public money a year under state rules 
that allow any legal broadcaster to claim financial support. 
The subsidy, which has been paid for the past six years, 
has been renewed for 2004. Brian Mikkelsen, Denmark’s 
Minister of Culture, has promised that he will again explore 
the possibility of changing the law but added that he could 
not guarantee success. A similar promise at the beginning 
of 2003 came to nothing. Nazi propaganda and the use of 
Nazi symbols remain lawful in Denmark. 


AUSTRALIA 


Appeal success for Pauline Hanson 
PAULINE HANSON, the former leader of One Nation, has 
been freed from prison after winning an appeal against 
her conviction for electoral fraud. She had served 11 
weeks of a three-year sentence imposed in August after 
she was found guilty of a false declaration when 
registering her anti-immigration One Nation Party with 
the Queensland Electoral Commission for funding in 
1998. Instead of producing 500 party members, she had 
submitted a list of members of a support group. 

A panel of three judges at the Queensland Court of 
Appeal ruled that there was hardly a difference between 
the party’s members and supporters and quashed the 
conviction unanimously. At a press conference outside 
the prison gates on 6 November, Hanson said her time in 
jail had led her to soften her hardline views on law and 
order. “I have learnt from this experience and I think I 
am a little bit wiser for it,” she told journalists. She said 
she had received thousands of letters of support from 
people all over the world. 

Ms Hanson seems to have won far more popular 
support as a result of her conviction, thought by many 
to be unfair, than when she was elected to parliament 
in 1996 and made international headlines with her 
xenophobic and racist views. Now there is speculation 
that she might stand for parliament again. 
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‘The Scruton file: a profile of Thatcher's philosopher fans 

In a disturbing development, 
neo-nazi football fans have 
been raising genocidal anti- 
Turkish slogans at matches 
and going on afterwards to 
attack Turkish-owned shops 
and bars. 

The main groups involved 
have been named as the 
“Mygold ftignd” | National Activists of Greater 
toger Scruton’? |. Berlin, the Hamburg Lions 
‘Le j “LS and the Borussia Front, of 
which the most active is the 
Borussia Front. Its 21-year- 
old leader, ‘SS-Sigi’, recently 
told an interviewer: “We have 
to beat the Turks out of Germany — unfortunately there are no 
concentration camps any more ... Skinheads and football supporters are 
the people who support us, even if they politically may not be 100 per 
cent on our side.” 

Leaflets were distributed proclaiming that the Turkish quarter of Berlin 
would burn on 26 October, the day of the West Germany-Turkey match, 
and trade unions and West Berlin’s Christian Democrat mayor called for 
Germans to attend the match with Turkish friends. Some 6,000 police 
were on duty on the day in the area of the football stadium and the 
immigrant community. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL ANTI-FASCIST MONTHLY 


Fred Leuchter, the American 
Holocaust denier, was 
arrested in Germany shortly 
before he was to appear ina 
live television programme. 
He has been charged with 
several offences, including 
insulting the memory of the 
dead and incitement to 
racial hatred. 

The charges, which have 


CHANNEL FOUR been pending for two years, 


arise from a nazi national- 
HOSTS THE N AZIS demokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) 
historical revisionist meeting 
in Weinheim in November 1991 at which Leuchter shared the platform 
with Gunther Deckert, the NPD’s leader. 

Deckert was sentenced to a year in jail for his part in the meeting at 
which speakers denied the nazi Holocaust had taken place, but Leuchter 
escaped the clutches of the law. This time he was not so lucky and can 
probably thank the sloppy security of his German nazi fans for the fact 
that he is now sitting in Mannheim prison. 
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